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PREFACE. 


AFTER the publication of two Anſwers to the 
Age of Reaſon it may appear like arrogance to 
intrude a third on the public. But when the 
Word of God is darkened rather than defended by 
thoſe who have taken upon them to be its ad- 
vocates, it creates an obligation on ſuch as have 
taſted its ſweetneſs, and felt its power, to come forth 
on theſe occaſions to reſcue the truth from the 
violence of falſe friends. 

Had either of thoſe anſwers been concluſive I 
| ſhould gladly have declined a combat with infidels : 
but as Mr. Wakefield's examination of the Age of 

Reaſon merits confutation and reprehenſion as 
much as that deiſtical pamphlet, and the Ape of In- 
delity, by a Layman, omits the moſt weighty inter- 
nal evidence of Scripture, and one of the moſt 
eſſential points in the ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, and 
reſts the evidence of God's Word on the writings 
of men, and human reaſon, I feel a ſtrong impulie 
to take up my pen, © Lay hold of ſhield and buck- 
ler, daw out the ſpear, and ſtop the way againſt 
thera.” | 

The man that will undertake to defend the 
Scripture before he is taught by the fame Spirit 

| which 
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which indited it, will be fure, in ſome part or 
other, to darken counſel by words without know- 
ledge: for © receive not teſtimony from man,” ſaid 
our Divine Maſter, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is the eſſential, and the ſubſtance of the written 
Word; whoſe Holy Spirit I humbly implore to 
keep me from writing any thing that he will not 
approve, and lead my mind only to write that of 
him and his word which will ſtand the teſt when 


the world 15 in flames. 


Now with his word in my heart, and reliance on 
his teaching, I go forth with this ſling and ſtone 
againſt the Goliaths of the day; and I hope with 
theſe only to ſtop the mouths of gainſayers, and to 
put to ſilence the ignorance of fuoliſh men. 

The Lord be with it wherever it goes, and make 
it effectual ty convict his adverſaries, and inſtruct or 
comfort his friends. Amen. 


Jas 1794. 


PAINE'S 
AGE OF REASON 


STANDARD OF TRUTH, &c. &c. 


1. motives which led Mr. Paine to the publi- 
cation of his deiſtical thoughts I ſhall paſs over; 
knowing how difficult it is even for a good man to 
diſcern always his own motives : but ſurely if they 
had been ſo pure as he affirms, with the predeter- 
mination to bequeath them as the laſt offering to bis 
fellow- citizens of all nations, he would at leaſt have 
ſearched and reſearched again and again that ſyſtem 
of religion, called Chriſtianity, which he cannot com- 
prehend : for how can any judicious man, who pre- 
tends to rationality, haftily condemn any ſcience, 
ſyſtem, or faith, merely becauſe he cannot under- 
ſtand ic? . 
His creed, which is too ſhort for Chriſtianity, and 
* long for exiſtence in truth, runs thus: © I believe 


in one God, and no more; and I hope for happi- 
© neſs beyond this life.” 


Mr. Wakefield adds to this, © I join the writer in 
© aſſent to theſe articles of faith. That Creed of Chri/- 


© tian churches,” which acknowledges Feſus Chriſt alſo 
© to be Gad, and the Holy Spirit to be God, is a 
fundamental violation of all theology. 


1 First, 


E 

Firſt, to remark on Mr. Paine's Creed: Had he 
faid, I believe the repert of one God, or that there is a 
Gd, I ſnould have given him ſome credit. But his 
affirmation that he believes Id one God, in connec- 
tion with what is equivalent to a declaration, that he 
neither prays to that God, praiſes him for any thing, 
nor lives with any degree of dependence upon him, 
is a manifeſt contradiction, and tantamount to a pro- 
feſſion, that I believe the king is my father and moſt 
familiar friend, yet I never ſeck any intercourſe with 
him, nor aſk any favour of him. Conſequently his 
hope for happineſs beyond this life, muſt be like the 
ſpider's web; expanded to entangle others, though 
nie to be deſtroyed itſelf, 
Mr. Wakefield's afſ-nt to that creed amounts to 
no mere than Mr.Paine's, while he denies the Divinity 
of Chriſt and the Holy Spirit; unleſs he means only 
to reject the idea of three diſtinct Gods, which all 
true Chriſtians poſitively deny; though I muſt con- 
feſs the form for the eſtabliſhed Engliſh church has 
ſome expreſſions much too groſs to repreſent that 
holy myſtery of the Trinity to carnal minds, and 
ſuch as will naturally tend to create an idea of three 
God, where there is no teaching but human wiſ- 
dom. It alſo impoſes many other things on its wor- 
ſnippers which certainly cannot be juſtified by Scrip- 
ture. But that the incommunicable Jehovah ſhould 
exiſt in a Trinity delineated to us in facred writ, by 
the terms of Father, Sen, and Holy Ghoſt; or Je- 
Hovab, Chrift, and the Spirit of Ged, is no more 
difficult to conceive, than that body, foul, and ſpirit, 
thould make one complete man ; each of which is 
func 
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diſtinct in its nature, though the three but one in 
eſſence. Can we ſpeak to either without affecting the 
whole? If our ſpeech offends one of them, it of- 
fends all; the foul will feel the affront, the ſpirit 
will riſe with diſguſt, and the body by ſome action, 
geſture, or ſpeech, expreſs the feelings of both. Nei- 
ther can we offend Chriſt, or grieve the Holy Spirit, 
' withour ſinning againſt Jehovah, the Father. Nor can 
we ſpeak lightly or irreverently of the Father, with- 
out piercing the Son, and grieving the Spirit. Thus 
far reaſon will maintain the true Chriſtian doctrine of 
the Trinity: but reaſon alone is not ſufficient for the 
_ Chriſtian's faith; it muſt have a foundation in the 
word of God, and be wrought in the foul by the Holy 
Spirit, however infidels may jeer, or it cannot be 
ſtable. Hear the voice of the Holy Ghoſt by the 
prophet Iſaiah, ſpeaking of Chriſt in his ninth chap- 
ter, where, bringing his inſpired prediction through 
the long period of fix or {even centuries immediately 
to his vicw, in the ſixth verſe he ſays, « Unto us a 
child 1s born, unto us a Son 1s given, and the go- 
vernment ſhall be upon Eis ſhoulders, and his name 
ſhall be called Hor lerſul, Connjſeller, The mighty Cod, 
The everlaſting Father, The Prince of Peace.” When 
this prediction was accompliſhed, and the fulneſs cf 
time brought that Divine Prince of Pecce and miohiy 
Ged to tabernacle among men in the F-r/6z of Fefeis 
Chriſt, he thus authenticates the prophet's aſſertion, 
and my Father are on,” John x. 30. Ile that 
hath ſeen me hath ſeen the Father,” John xiv. g. 
cc Believeſt thou not that I am in the Father, and tu 
Father in me? The words that J ſpeak unto you I 
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ſpeak not of myſelf: but the Father that dtvelleth in me, 
be doeth the works :”* ver. 10. It is true that his diſciples, 
while converſant with him, before they received the giſt 
of the Holy Ghoſt, or the communicable Spirit of 
God, could not diſcern his divinity through the veil of 
his manhood, nor the end of his coming, much bet- 
ter than Mr. Wakefield; conſequently they only ac- 
knowledged him as © that prophet that ſhould come 
into the world, or the Chriſt, or Meſſiah, without 
knowing that he was to be cut off for the fins of the 
people. But when a little enlightened by the Divine 
Spirit, they hail him, with an appropriating _ as 
« My Lord, and my God.” 

A multitude of texts might be produced to eſta- 
bliſh his divinity ; ſuch as declare his power, and 
ſhew his works; for the ſake of which he commands 
his diſciples to believe in him; and his receiving ado- 
ration and worſhip as God, &c. &c. ; but where one 
or two plain texts are rejected, a thouſand will avail 

no more than caſting pearls to ſwine. And to ſuch 
the word itſelf faith, © Behold, ye deſpiſers, and won - 
der, and periſh; for I work a work in your days, 
which ye ſhall in no wiſe believe, though a man de- 
clare it unto you. 

Where he ſays, © My Father is greater than I,” 
it cannot be underftood otherwiſe than as declaring 
his divine nature to be greater than his human; juſt 
as I would fay, My foul is greater than my body: 
yet body and foul are one man, as God and man, 

in the perſon of Jeſus, are one Chriſt, 

The Fry Ghoſt is that lame Spirit of God 


which 


("PI _ 
which firſt moved on the waters, and is the only 
vital-life-giving ſpirit to all divine good in the world, 
from the creation to the diffolution : even Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf was brought into the world by that 
ſame Spirit, or Holy Ghoſt, which is, and muſt 
eſſentially 3e, God, who only can be the author of 
all good. But hear the apoſtle John's teſtimony in 
his firlt epiſtle, chap. v. 7, © There are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt : and theſe three are one.” By the 
wok he means Jeſus Chriſt, as is evident in the 
opening of his goſpel, ſee chap. i. ver. 1, © In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the worDd was cop,” and in the fourteenth 
verſe, he ſays, © The Word was made fleſh, and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” Burt alas, the world, though made by 
him, knew him not; yea, he came unto his own 
profeſſing people, who had been long looking for 
his coming, but his own received him not: How ) 
then ſhould Arians, Socimians, and Deiſts, receive 
him, who have not even the outward profeſſion of 
being his diſciples, but blaſphemouſly contradict 
his aſſertions? Theſe cannot be partakers of that 
divine ſpirit, the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe office it is 10 
take of the things of Jeſus Chriſt, and reveal them unto 
men, and guide them into all truth. Ho inconſiſtent 
then muſt it be in thoſe men to aver, the honey is bitter 
which they never taſted; or that the light is darkneſs 
becauſe they have no ſpiritual eyes to ſee it. Could 


Gen. i. and ii. 
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they diſcern the ſpiritual things of God by the mere 


light of nature, it would overthrow the written word, 


which exprelsly ſays, © The things of God knoweth 


no man, but the Spirit of God: which things we ſpeak, 


not in the words which man's wiſdom teacheth, but 


which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth ; comparing ſpiritual 
things with ſpiritual. But the natural man receiveth 


not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
fooliſnneſs unto him, neither can he know them, 


becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned *.“ 

I will conclude Mr. Wakefield's paragraph, and 
then retura to Mr. Paine. In page 4, he conti- 
nues his averſion to the Chriſtian doctrine of the 


divinity of Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, in theſe 


words: A doctrine, fays he, © alike unknown to 
© the Heutbens and the Jews, and contemplated with 
© abhorrence by the followers of Moſes from its firſt 


_ © propagation to this very day: a doctrine incon- 


« ſiſtent with the plaineſt declarations of Chriſt him- 
* ſelf and his apoſtles : a doftrine which no human 
* teſtimony whatever could render credible ; a doc- 
* trine which will happily prove a millſtone of de- 
« {tru::0n to all political eſtabliſhments of Chriſtianity.” 
I would atk this learned author, If the Jews and 
the followers of Moſes were ignorant of this doctrine, 


upon what principle they accuſed Chriſt of blaſphemy 


for aſſerting that he was the Son of God, alledging 
that thereby he made himſelf equal with God? Do 
not the Jews allow that Iſaiah applies theſe words: 
« The mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the 
Prince of Peace,” to their expected Meſſiah ? How 


See 1 Cor, chap. ii. ver. 12, 13, 14. 


then 


11 
then could they be ignorant of the doctrine if they 
admitted Jeſus Chriſt to be the true Meſſiah? And 
wherein can the doctrine be inconſiſtent with the plainęſt 
declarations of Chriſt himſelf and his le, while he 
faith, „J and my Father are one.”—* All men 
| ſhould honour the Son even as they honour the Fa- 
ther. For as the Father hath life in himſelf, fo hath | 
he given to the Son to have life in himfelf; and 
| hath given him authority to execute judgment allo, 
becauſe he is the Son of man *.” Again his apol- 
tles in the beginning and cloſe of moſt of their 
epiſtles, rank him and the Holy Ghoſt equal with 
the Father; nor can Mr. Wakefield produce any 
one plain declaration againſt the doctrine in all their 
writings. The evidence of human teſtimony the 
Lord needeth not: for I receive not teſtimony from 
man, ſaid the divine Jeſus. The works that I do 
bear witneſs of me. And © it is written, J will de- 
frroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and bring to nothing 
the underſtanding of the prudent: but unto them 
which are called, Chriſt is the porver of God and the 
wiſdom of God,” ſaith his apoſtle Paul. As for po- 
litical eſtabliſnments of Chriſtianity, I favour them 
no more than Mr. Wakefield, knowing they are 
adapted to beget hypocrites and deceivers, more than 
true diſciples of Chriſt, and ſimple unfcigned depend- 
ants on God. And nothing ſhocks my feelings 
more than to ſee a congregation lightly repeating 
after a prieſt who, with his "audience, feel no more 
the want of what they aſk, than the pews, © Lord, 
have merey on us Chriſt, have mercy = us! 
- Joan V. 23, 26, & 27. 
B 4 Lord, 


. 
Lord, have mercy upon us! Thou Son of David, 
have mercy upon vs!” &c. &c. 

Mr. Paine in the continuation of his creed, ſays, 
I believe the equality of man, and I believe that 
© religious duties conſiſt in doing juſtice, loving 
© mercy, and endeavouring to make our fellow-crea- 
© tures happy. 

So far as Mr. Wakefield's reply to the firſt part 
of this paragraph coincides with my ideas, I will 
give him the reſpect to tranſcribe his own words. 
All diverſity of civil priviieges and titular diſtinc- 
© tions; all inequality, but the tranſient and caſual 
© inequality produced by perſonal exertion, public 
© benefit, or private worth, is deſtitute of even the 
© ſhadow of ſupport from nature or revelation. We 

| © are all the children of one common Father: and 
© Feſus of Nazareth allowed no pre-eminence among 
_ © his diſciples, but that of mutual ſubjection, con- 


© deſcending ſervice, profound humility, and ſelf 


* abaſement; of which lowly virtues he profeſſed 
© himſelf a complete example. It requires but a 
© trivial portion of ſagacity to diſcover that certain 
© orders and deſcriptions of frail creatures, encom- 
© paſſed with every inducement to be corrupt them- 
* ſelves, and plentifully furniſhed with every means 
of corrupting elbers, cannot be peculiarly calcu- 
© lated to promote the general happineſs of man- 
kind.“ But the latter part of Paine's Creed, 

reſpecting religious duties, he paſſes over ſo curſo- 
rily, that I am in doubt whether the ſacred Scrip- 


ture has any more __ with him than with 
the deiſt. 


Mr. 


ts ) 


Mr. Paine, though affecting to ridicule all Reve- 
lation, ſeems neceſſitated to borrow his Creed even 
of moral rectitude, from the prophet Micah, in- 
ſtead of his book of Creation, which he pretends is 
his only preceptor. The text to which he is in- 
debted, runs thus: What doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do juſtly, and 10 love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God?“ The Book of Creation 
diſplays only the power and wiſdom of God in the 
formation and upholding of things, and his bene- 
ficent care to ſupply all the wants of his creatures; 
and if Mr. Paine had read that book aright, it 
might have taught him, at leaſt, to walk fo humbly 


with his God as not to cenſure and condemn that 


facred Word, and thoſe divine works which nis 
carnal mind cannot comprehend. The moral pre- 
cepts of Juſtice and mercy are not ſo legible among 

the ſtars as in the Bible; but Mr. Paine has changed 
the laſt clauſe of the prophet's text as being not ſo 

favourable to his ideas, nor fo pleaſing to the pride 
of man, as his ſuppoſition that he poſſeſſes ſome 
power to make his fellow-creatures happy. Had he 
duly conſidered this part of his creed before he pub- 
liſhed it, he would not have fathered it upon dame 
Nature; for Nature (in fallen man) acts invariably 
upon the principle of ef; and reaſons thus. If acts 
of juſtice or mercy are propounded, its firſt inquiry 
is, What ſhall I get by it? If the removal of ſome 
painful ſenſation, or the hope of {ome future gain, 
or the proſpe& of gratifying ſelf applauſe, or any 
other carnal or ambitious motive actuate the mind, 

the hand moves accordingly ; but without ſome of 


theſe, 
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theſe, the mind untaught by the Spirit of God ſays, 
Can I communicate of my ſubſtance without leſ- 


ſening it? Can I undertake any arduous taſk, or 
laborious work, to relieve the diſtreſſed without 


loſs, or damage, or great wearineſs? And if the 
precept is ſtill urged as an indiſpenſable obligation, 
the carnal mind (which 3 is enmity againſt God) will 
be ready to ſay with Cain, © Am I my brother's 
keeper ?” or am I to provide for God's creatures ? 


let him take care of his own, or let them do as I 


have done. | 
Were all the Arians, Socinians, Deiſts, and Ar- 


| menians, to take only this one text in Micah for 


their rule of righteouſneſs, and honeſtly meaſure 
their whole lives by it; as well their internal thoughts, 
affections, and antipathies, as their outward acts and 


neglects ; and reflect that every omiſſion and devia- 
tion is a violation of that rectitude which God, the 


great ſovereign of all creation, poſitively enjoined us 
as his creatures, they would ſoon find their mental 
weakneſs, and that they ſtood in need of a better 
righteouſneſs than human nature can produce. Then 
the immaculate righteouſneſs of the Godman Chriſt 
Jeſus would be a precious robe to them to cover 
their guilty ſouls. Bur, alas, the ground of all error, 
and the prevailing cauſe of all remaining darkneſs, is 


the ſtrong inbred notion that man poſſeſſes an innate 
| power to moral gocd. And nothing but the Holy 


Ghoſt can fully rend this notion from the human 
mind. For though demonſtration, in daily occur- 
rences, ſubſtantiates the doctrine by matters of fact, 
yet no man, till the Spirit of God takes him in hand, 

can 
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can honeſtly * ſee and feel himſelf utterly void of 
all power to will or do any moral good, upon a true 
divine moral principle. 

Let Mr. Wakefield or Mr. Paine ſelect the vileſt 
miſcreants from among men, and cnolly aſk them 
what are the rules for man's conduct towards his 
Maker, and as a uſeful member of ſociety? and 
they will preach as found morality as Mr. Paine, 
and perhaps better: for moſt men will acknow- 
ledge their duty to love God, and walk humbly 
with him. Aſk them if they are certain that their 
ſyſtem of morals is right in the ſight of God? and 
they will not heſitate to affirm, that in their hearts 

they are fully perſuaded it is. Then aſk why have 
you, under ſuch a perſuaſion, ſo egregiouſſy deviated 
from it? Perhaps, if Kew cannot avoid the charge, 
their anſwer will be © we cannot tell.” Had you 
never any purpoſe o or deſire to act according to 
your ideas of morality? Yes: many a time have 
| we reſolved, and re-refolved, that after ſuch or ſuch 
an atrocious a& we never would commit the like 
again. Have you kept to that determination? No. 
Why not? Becauſe the temptations were fo oppor- 
tunate, our paſſions ſo ſtrong, and our ſincereſt pur- 
poſes ſo dreadfully weak, that it was like a curſed 
neceſſity laid on us to be what we deplore, and to 
commit thoſe vile deeds which our fouls abhor in 
others, and we deteſt ourſelves for, but , can- 
not help 1 IT. 

As Mr. Paine affirms, that © it is neceſſary to 

* I ſay honeſtly, to guard againſt thoſe who profeſs the 
doctrine merely through education or the cant of hypocritical 


profeii.o is 
the 


E | 
the happineſs of man to be mentally faithful to 
| himſelf,” I muſt requeſt him and his opponents 
to take a retroſpective view of their whole lives, 
and with true undiſſembled honeſty ſay, have they 
not often violated their own creeds? Did they 
do that with a premeditated determination to tranſ- 
greſs? No: I am inclined to hope better of them, 
Then wherein lay the deficiency by which they 
came ſhort of their own rule? Not from a defect 
in their knowledge of it: for they knew it well. 
Then it neceſſarily follows that the defe& muſt lie in 
their want of that innate power whech they conceive 

they poſleſs. 

Ils apprehend many of my readers will hardly have 
patience to finiſh the laſt paragraph before they will 
exclaim, * If the caſe be ſuch, God is unrighteous 
in exacting a ſervice which he knows we have not 
power to perform.” No; in no wife. For when 
he wrote his moral precepts on the heart of man, 
he made him upright, and endued him with power 
to obey; and man's deſtroying that power to obey 
did not annihilate God's prerogative to command 

obedience. But I reſt not the condemnation here : 
we will go further, and propoſe a ſimile quite appoſite 
to our real caſe. A maſter going out commands his 
ſervant to pet certain proviſions againſt his return. 
He and the ſervant both know that his commands 
cannot be executed without money. The maſter will 
not obtrude the money on him becauſe he chooſes 
to be aſked for it, that the ſervant may know his 
dependance upon him. The ſervant, too proud to 


aſk his maſter for the money, receives his orders 
with aſſent, and ſuffers him to depart. The maſter 


3 
returns at his time; his le dg ndnd the 
ſervant is reprehended; and he attempts to juſtify 
himſelf thus, Sir, I had no money, and you knew I 
could not procure your commands without it.” 
The maſter replies, you knew my will to be aſked for 
whatever you want, and when you knew you had 
no money, wherefore did you not aſk me? Here 
- guilt muſt ſtrike him ſpeechleſs: for if he declares 
the truth, he mult ſay I was too proud to aſk, or 
too lazy, and purpoſely neglected to aſk, that I 


might have ſome apparent excuſe for my indo— 


lence. 
This is juſt the caſe between God and man. God 


hath ſhewed us by his prophets ; he hath declared 


that there are none good, no not one; that all our 
righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags ; that the very beſt 
of men are as a thorn hedge, and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath confirmed this teſtimony of his ſcrvants ; 
and hath told us plainly, hat without him we can do 
nothing, (John xv. 5.) and that he will give his 
Holy Spirit to them that aſ# it; and has aſſured us, 
that they who 4% ſhall receive, and they who /cek 
| ſhall find. And in the 36th of Ezekiel, God, after 
making many precious promiſes of grace to his 
people, ſays © I will be inquired of to do thoſe 
things for them.” But men of ſenſe and learning, 
ſuch as moſt Arians, Socinians, and Deiſts are, have 
too much wiſdom of their own to go a begging in 
the name of a poor deſpiſed man, who had not 
where to lay his head, for the aid of that Holy Spirit 
which only can guide them into all truth. 


Mr. 


14 

Mr. Paine (in page 2), after rejecting the Creeds 
of all the churches he knows of, ſays, © My own 
mind is my own church.” A mind taat adores 
none but itſelf, and knows no dependance but on 
its own wiflom, without God for its object of wor- 
| ſhip, or Chriſt for its head, muſt be as idolatrous a 
temple as the Mahometan moſque or the Indian 
pagoda. He adds, 

All national inſtitutions of churches, whether 

Jewiſh, Chriftian, or Turkiſh, appear to me no 
© other than human invention ſet up to terrify and 
© enflave mankind, and monopolize power and 
9 profit. 
Mr. Wakeficld wholly 1 to this paragraph. 
I cannot; for the Jewiſh church, beyond all con- 
troverſy, was nationaliy a pecial ordinance of God, 
ſettled and eſtabliſhed with the people in the wilder- 
neſs, by God him ſclf, and coramitted to Moſes only 
as God's ſteward of his own houſe. I am alſo fully 
perſuaded that the primitive Chriſtian churches 
were originally built up and eflablithed in the true 
ſimplicity, and unfcigned ſincerity of the pure goſ- 
pel; and I think their ſufferings prove that they 
vere without fraud, without dilimulation, without 
partiality, without kypocrily. But that the nomi- 
nal Chriſtians have degenerated into that dreadful 
apoſtaſy from Chriſt's pure doctrines, which too 
juſtly entitles them to that ſevere cenſure, is an in- 
dubitable fact. 

© Infidelity (ſays Paine) does not confiſt in be- 
© heving or diſbelieving: it conſiſts in profeſſing to 
2 believe what he does 1 not belicve.” 


This 
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This in my judgment is nothing elſe than hypo- 
criſy; a vice more deteſtable to God than infide- 
lity; which in all the ſenſes I ever could find the 
word means an unbeliever of God's verity. But as 
the Holy Ghoſt teſtifies © all men have not faith,” 
and that faith is the gift of God: infidelity is a paſ- 
five evil; while hypocriſy is an act: ve vice abhorred 
by God and man. 

Mr. Paine's next paragraph, 1: I may be allowed 
to omit one word, is certainly found ſenſe built 
upon fact. 

It is impoſſible (he ſays) to calculate the moral 
© miſchief, if I may ſo expreſs it, that mental lying 
© has produced in ſociety. When a man has fo far 

© proftituted his mind as to ſubſcribe his profeſ- 
_ © ftonal belief to things he does not believe, he 
has prepared himſelf for the commiſſion of every 
© other crime. He takes up the trade of a prieſt 
for the ſake of gain, and in order to qualify him- 
© ſelf for that trade, he begins with a perjury. Can 
© we conceive any thing more deſtructive than 
© this? No; nor has any thing ever made fo 
many Atheiſts and Deiſts as the dreadful hypocriſy 
of mere profeſſional Chriſtians, who pretend to be 
eſtabliſhed in certain fundamental doctrines, while 
they live as totally uninfluenced by their principles, 
as the man who declares I do not believe them. 
And the Diſſenter who can ſell his people's civil 
privileges for the regium donum is in my eſteem as 
odious as the eccleſiaſtic who enters the church by 
the door of hypocriſy, becauſe no other will admit 


him into the political fold. 
Mr. 
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Mr. Wakefield, who was a Fellow at Cambridge, 
affirms, that © thoſe obſervations are applicable in 
© the fulleſt latitude to the ſubſcriptions exacted from 
© youth at our antverſities for degrees, and for the 
© candidates for the miniſtry in the church of Eng- 
land. Was I to act on Mr. Paine's principle I 
ſhould reject this teſtimony, becauſe to me it is only 
hearſay : yer J cannot help receiving it on his ve- 
racity as truth, and feeling the force of his found 
ſenſe and rational remarks thereon, too long here to 
inſert. 

Mr. Paine, after exploding the mutual monſters 
produced by © the adulterous connexion of church 
© and ſtate, ſays, © every national church or reli- 
gion has eſtabliſhed itſelf by pretending ſome miſ- 
© ſion from God communicated to certain indivi- 
© duals. The Jews have their Moſes; the Chriſt- 
© 1ans their Jeſus Chriſt, their apoſtles and faints; 
© and the Turks their Mahomet; as if the way to 
© God was not open to every man alke. 
Mr. Wakefield, without proving it, fays, © The 
© ſyſtem of Jeſus Chriſt proceeds upon the very ſup- 
© poſition here inſtituted, that the way to God is 
open to every man alike; as might be proved in 
many paſſages in the Chriſtian ſcriptures.” What 
he means by this emphaſis, Chriſtian ſcriptures, I 
cannot tell, I acknowledge none but what are ge- 
nerally deemed canonical in the Bible. If he means 
only the words which Chriſt ſpake himſelf, I muſt 
alk him how he will explain this affertion of his 
in John x. 25. © Ye believe not becauſe ye are not 
F my joeep, as I ſaid unto you;” and this alſo 
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John zii. 37. They believed not on him, that the 
ſaying of Iſaiah the prophet might be fuſfilled which 
he ſpake. Lord, who hath believed our report? 
and to whom hath the arm.of the Lord been re- 
vealed? Therefore they could not believe becauſe 
that Iſaiah ſaid again, He hath blinded their eyes 
and hardened their heart; that they ſhould not ſee 
with their eyes, nor underſtand with their heart, and 
be converted, and I ſhould heal them.” e 
Ho ſadly do theſe two texts (and many more 
that might be quoted) contradict thoſe two wiſe 

men? but more eſpecially Mr. Wakefield, who would 
be thought a diſciple of Chriſt. There is but one 
ſenſe in all the ſcripture, wherein we can admit the 
leaſt ſhadow of that doctrine. That is the outward 
call: which I will illuſtrate by Noah's Ark. When 
the Ark was finiſhed the door was ſet open, and 
Noah had no power or authority to forbid or hinder 
any going into it, either man or beaſt. And the 
word ſays, they went in two and two unto Noah into 
the Ark. Now I would aſk, was it natural inſtinct 
which cauſed thoſe unclean beaſts and reptiles, &c. 
to ſeparate from their common herds, and go into 
ſuch an uncommon thing as the Ark? Or was it 
the ſupernatural power of God acting upon thoſe 
elected pairs, and leaving all the reſt to the light of 
nature? I think the greateſt infidels will give the 
affirmative to the latter. Then what availed the 
way being open to every one alite? Why went not 
others in? Becauſe they were drawn by no ſuper- 
natural power; and the light of nature could not 
forewarn them of tlie approaching deluge. But why 
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went not other perſons in who were repeatedly told 
of their danger? Did Noah forbid them? No.— He 
having received à revelation from God, as an honeſt 
man, faithfully declared that revelation to his kindred; 
but they, like Mr. Paine, difbelieving (though his 
building the ark was a proof of his ſincerity), reaped 
no benefit by Noah's preaching, and moſt probably 
laughed at him, as an old dotard, till the menaced 
. deſtruction brought them to curſe themſclves for 
their infidelity, 

Mr. Paine, after levclling the Bible with the 
Turk's Koran, and refuſing his evidence to either, 
gives us his idea of Revelaticn thus (nor do I think 
it a bad ont). Revelation, when applied to reli- 
gion, means ſomething communicated immediately 
© from God to man.” This, he lays, is Revelation to 
that perſon only. When ke tells it to a ſecond. 
* perſon, a ſecond to a third, a third to a fourth, and 
ſo on, it ceaſes to be a revelation to all thoſe per- 
© ſons. It is a revelation to the firſt only, and hear - 
© ſay to every other; anc conſequently they are not 
© obliged to believe it. 

Mr. Wakefield, in andy to this paragraph, groſoly 
darkens counſel by words without knowledge, and 
manifeſts as little faith in the written word as Mr. 
Paine; whom he thinks he has fully confuted : for, 
after ſuppoſing Moſes to have authenticated his miſ- 
ſion by this diſplay of ſupernatural agency, in work- 
ing of miracles (which he ſeems to doubt the 
reality of as much as Mr. Paine), ſtill that reve- 
lation muſt be handed down to us by relation, 
which Paine very irreverently calls hearſay. 
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The Layman, who has replied to the Age of 
Reaſon, ſpeaking to that paſſage, ſays, the whole 
* of that paragraph depends on the impertinent word 
immediately, which Mr. Paine has marked in Italics, 
to ſhew its importance; and, admitting that depend- 
ance, he ſays, But may I not reveal a truth to a 
© third perſon, through the medium of a ſecond of 
© ſuch eſtabliſhed veracity, as to demand belief? Is 
* this poſſible with men, and impoſſible with God ? 
«© Surely no one will affert it. It is no more eſſential 
© to a divine reveiation that it be immediate, than 
that it be in a voice of thunder, or with the ſound 

© of a trumpet.” 
This, as well as Wakeficld's anſwer, contains 
more ſophiſtry than ſound argument, and does not 
at all refute Paine's poſition, that it is revelation to 
the firſt perſon only, and (L will not ſay hearſay, but) 
@ deciaraticn of revelation to every other. Nor can 
either of thoſe Genticmen maintain their hypotheſis 
by ſcripture or ſound reaſon. For God never did 
intend that man ſhould reſt that awfully important 
thing, the sovUL, on the mere veracity of man: 
therefore he gave our forefathers repeated promiles 
of his holy Spirit in the Old Teſtament, which 
Jeſus Chriſt alſo confirmed to his diſciples in 
the New. If God had required nothing more 
than a mere aſſent to the written word (which ſeems 
to be the utmoſt reach of the Layman's faith, and 
more than Mr. W. ak efield can give to one half the 
Bible) the Holy Ghoſt would not be ſo eſſentially 
concerned in the work of man's ſalvation, as the 
Scripture declares he is; nor would it have been fo 
. copiouſly 
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copiouſly promiſed, in order to guide us into all 
truth ; which the natural man cannot receive without 
the Spirit of God : hence, when he attempts to ſpeak 
of the things of God, he manifeſts his ignorance, 
however learned he may be in human wiſdom. To 
return to Paine. 

At the bottom of page 3, he ſays, © It cannot be 
© incumbent on me to believe it in the ſame manner; 
for it was not a revelation made to me, and I have 
only his word for it that it was made to him.” 
Whenever God lays his abſolute purpoſe on the 
creature, his power operates to produce the intended 
effect, as in Chriſt's words: © All that the Father 
_ giveth me SHALL come to me.” But ſuppoſe 
Deiſts, Arians, and Socinians, &c. will not believe, 
does their unbelief make the word, or declared revela- 
tien of God, of none effect? No: it does not in 
the leaſt invalidate it to thoſe who, hearing the re- 
port, ſeek after the promiſed good, and find it: 
which finding, is a manifeſtation equivalent to the 
firſt revelation. Then he ſtands forth with a new 
atteſtation that the divine record 1s a tranſcript of the 
Divine Will, and fays, I believe now, not merely be- 
cauſe Peter, ar. Paul, and John, &c. tell me fo; 
but becauſe | have heard him myſelf, I have ſeen, 
and taſted, and handled of the word of life, by the 
operation of his ſpirit opening to my underſtanding 
the things of Chriſt, and ſealing them on my heart, 
as an evidence to the written word, and bearing 
witneſs with my Spirit that I am born of God; with 
whom I now feel a union by that ſpirit of adoption 

which enables me, with the — aſſurance of an 


appropriating 
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appropriating faith, not only to call him My Father, 


and My Ged, but to live upon him with the real 
undiſſembled dependance of a child. 
But, ſays Mr. Paine, I will not believe it.” 


Well; What is the conſequence ? Does that weaken 


my evidences of the ſweetneſs of the honey that I 
really have taſted ? No. What then? Why he loſes 


that ſweetneſs which he might gain by hearkening to 
my word. This then is the meſſage which we 
have heard of him, and declare unto you, That God 


is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all.” The 
darkneſs is poſitively only in the creature. This 
I advance not on the veracity of men, nor barely on 


the authority of the Bible, but from as real expe- 
rience as the man who, being born blind, and had 
fight given him, could affirm that all his former 


darknefs was not in the ſan, but in his want of fight; 
and now he believed in the light, not as before on 
the veracity of others, but from inſurmountable ex- 


perience. And Jeſus Chriſt authenticates his doctrine 
by this propoſition in John vii. 17. © If any nan 


will Do His WILL, he ſpall know his doctrine, whe- 
ther it be of God.” Upon this principle, therefore, 
let every honeſt man firit do the will Gcd, before 
he blaſphemouſly preſumes to condemn any ſcripture 
doctrine as a cunning deviſed fable. ] will juſt 


propound a ſimile. Suppoſe the king was to reveal 


to me a purpoſe to cancel Mr. Paine's outlawry, and 
reinſtate him in all the privileges of a ſubject, and 
grant him many great favours, and command me to 
communicate this to him; is there any abſolute 


obligation on him to believe my declaration of that 
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revelation? No. The only reſult is, that if he be- 
lieves me, he inſtantly embraces the offered good; 
if he will not believe, he ſtill remains under the 
ſame condemnation he was in before the report came 
to him; with this aggravation, that afterwards, 
when perhaps too late to attain the good, he finds 
my report was really authentic, founded upon fact; 
then he will be tormented with the painful reflection 
that he obſtinately rejected a ſupreme good through 
a wilful infidelity that he could not eſtabliſh on ſound 
reaſon. This will be greater than all other ſuffer- 
ings, and for which he can never forgive himſelf. 
But by believing my report, he either reaps the good 
I dechrre, or proves me a liar. Now I challenge all 
the world to produce one ſingle inſtance, from among 
all the thouſands who have truly believed all the fun- 
damental doctrines of the Bible, and really acted 
anſwerable to their profeſſed faith, that can or could 
ſay they never found the good they ſought, as pro- 
pounded in that book. To which of the ſeed of 
Jacob have I ſaid, at any time, ſeex ye my face in vain ?” 
In the next paragraph Mr. Paine diſcovers an ig- 
norance and umpertinence that is diſgraceful to him 
as a man of ſenſe and an author. He fays, When 
© Moſcs told the children of Iſrael that he received 
© the two tables of the commandments from the 
© hand of God, they were not obliged to believe 
© him, becauſe they had no other ny for it 

© than his telling them ſo.” 
Had Mr. Paine deliberately read the narrative, be- 
fore he wrote thus falſely of it, his natural ſenſe 
would have lupprefſed his levity which he diſplays in 


a ingular 
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a ſingular note at the bottom. If any will be at the 
' pains to read the 19th and 2oth chapters of Exodus, 
they will ſee that the Iſraelites heard the voice of 


God ſpeaking articulately out of the mountain, and 


repeating the very words written on the tables; be- 
ſides the evidence of that which their eyes ſaw, 
which was fo terrible, that they intreated Moſes 
might bring them the words of God, and faid, © Let 
not God ſpeak to us, left we die.” But Paine fays, 
The commandments carry no internal evidence 
with them.” And J am ſorry to find that neither of 
his opponents contradict him: for he certainly has 
made as faite an aſſertion here as in any part of his 
book. The very enmity he feels againft thoſe com- 
mandments, is a teſtimony of an internal evidence of 
their divine authority bearing witneſs upon his con- 


ſclence, that the ſpirit and power in thoſe words, 


« I am the Lerd thy God,” produce an effect of 
dread in his mind, that the mere invention of man 
could not; and therefore, feeling in himſelf that he 
cannot appropriate them, and reply, My Lord and 
ny God, he ſtretches his utmoſt reach of thought to 
put out that gleam of light which nature has planted 
in every man. Who is thot great I AM? Moſes? 
No: But that great, almighty, f\f-eziftent Being, 
who made all things by his cmmporent fiat, and 
created man with a ſoul that muſt feel when he 
ſpeaks, and feeling, will either love or dread; and 
fear produces hatred. Hence Paine, hardened by 
deſperation, like a madman caſting about firebrands, 
arrows, and death, will as familiarly cal! on God to 
damn himſelf and others, as if he was no more than 
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a Romiſh ſaint, though the commandment declares, 
« he will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his name 
in vain.” Did his contemplation among the ſtars 
reveal to him that the almighty Maker of thoſe pro- 
digious orbs, and the wi/dom that planned the order 
of their circuits, and eſtablihed their courſes for 
ages, and fo true, that they c innot exceed an hair's 
breadth of the boundary he limited them to, was ſo 
contemptible a being that he might treat him with 
the ſame indignity as an idol? Yet even this deſ- 
perado, if but a drop of the love of Chriſt was in- 

fufed into his heart, would ſoon change his note, 
and become a weeping ſupplicant at the feet of the 
_ deſpiſed Nazarene. 

He adds, © They contain ſome good moral pre- 
© cepts, ſuch as any man qualified to be a lawgiver 
© or a legiſlator could produce himſelf, without hav- 
© ing recourſe to ſupernatural invention.“ Here he 
palpably condemns himſelf; for if he knows them 
good, why does he not adopt them for his rule of 
righteouſneſs ? But let us ſee what ſyſtem of morality 
this /#per wiſe man can produce himſelf. He tells 

us he believes in God, the equality of - man, and 
8 1 religious duties conſiſt in doing juſtice, loving 
© mercy, and endeavouring to make our fellow-crea- 
© tures happy.” Does this ſyſtem of his produce the 
principle of life in action? No: to talk about it is 
ſufficient for him, who, with all natural men, moſt 
evidently loves himſelf far before all. Then certainly 
his ſyſtem is the mere invention of man, and as ſuch 
leaves no dread upon the mind of thoſe who reject 
| his creed. And a mere acquieſcence is all that is 


needful 
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needful to become the diſciple of ſuch a ſyſtem. 
| Obſerve the deductions of this wiſe philoſopher from 


| his own creed. Nature, which is a wiſer inſtruftor 
than Paine, teaches that if there 1s a God, who made 
all things, he muſt have made me, and, as my Crea- 
tor, I muſt be dependant on him for all things; 
which dependance, in the very nature of it, muſt lead 
me to tell him my wants, and aſk his ſupplies (this 
I call prayer). Then my relation to him as a child, 
and his perpetual ſupplies as my father, naturally 
ſhould produce gratitude, which will ſhew itſelf in 
_ expreſſions of joy and thankfulneſs (this I call 
praiſe), But Paine, in his ſyſtem of morality, ban- 
ters prayer and praiſe as things moſt ridiculous, uſe- 
leſs, and inconſiſtent. This is the piety of deiſm! _ 
And his arguments are more appoſite to atheiſts and 
dæmons than rational men. 

To what extremity 1s that man reduced, and in 
what a labyrinth is he bewildered, who will believe 
nothing but what his ſenſes make choice of? His 
heart is open to every deception, becauſe the illuſion 
is ſomething he delights in ; while his ears and mind 
are ſhut againſt all eſſential truth, becauſe he has no 
defire to it. How juſtly may we apply to ſuch a 
one Solomon's query ? © Wherefore is there a price 
in the hand of a fool to get wiſdom, ſeeing he hath 
no heart to it?“ 

Mr. Paine, after ridiculing the conception and 
divine origin of Jeſus Chriſt, ſays, The Jews, who 
had kept ſtrictly to the belief of one God and no 
© more, and who had always rejected the heathen my- 
* thology, never credited the ſtory.” 

| The 
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The Evangeliſts declare, that not only many Jews, 
but many of the chief rulers, believed on him; and 
in the Acts we read of three thouſand converted to 
the faith of Chriſt at one ſermon But whoſe word 
will weigh the moſt with all rational men, Tom 
Paine's, or thoſe who ſaw and heard, and therefore 
teſtified? And what though many thouſands of the 
Jews rejected Chriſt and his doctrine, that very re- 
jection confirmed it by that haruneſs of heart which 
he foretold them would be their deſtruction. 
Ho like a man of ſenſe ſhould I appear if I was 

to aſſert that there really is no ſuch place as the city 
of York, becauſe I have travelled in Yorkſhire, 
Lancaſhire, and many other counties, and never found 
ic. Juſt ſuch an impertinent ignoramus mutt that 
man appear, whatever wiſdom and learning he poſ- 
ſeſſes, who ventures to deny any ſcripture doctrine, 
becauſe he cannot underitand it. 

Ir. Wakefield, in reply to Paine's rejection of 
the miraculous birth of Jeſus Chriſt, ſays, ©* As the 
© immaculate conception of Jeſus by the Holy Spirit, 
* conſtitutes no eſſential article of my creed, and cer- 
* tainly reſts on much weaker evidence than any 
other important fact of all the Goſpels, I leave the 
© vindication of it to the orthodox ſons of the eſta- 
* bliſhment.* He then proceeds by inference to eſta- 
bliſh an idea, that that, and ſome other circumſtances, 
are intcrpolations to the ſacred Scriptures. But Mr. 
Wakefield, as a man of ſenſe, and (I would hope) 
integrity, ſhould have ſeen the neceſſity to get ſolid 
and indubitable grounds for his aſſertion, before he 
calls a man a har; and much more ſo before he at- 


tempts 
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tempts to overthrow the ſacred Scriptures. For 
if the idea of interpolation is admitted, the whole ſa- 


bric inſtantly falls into uncertainty, and no man can 
venture to affirm any doctrine certain, becauſe every 
ſyſtem of error will reject thoſe paſſages of the Bible 
which are inimical to their ideas, as an inter palation. 
But where is the proof of his aſſertion? 5 
Let us now examine whether Mr. Wakefield has 

not advanced a palpable untruth in ſaying, it cer- 
© tainly reſts on much weaker evidence than any other 
© 1mportant fact of all the goſpels.“ Paſſing over a 
multitude of texts in the Old Teftament, which 
pointedly declare the Redeemer to be the Holy One 
of Tjrae!l, we come to the Goſpels. Matthew, in 
ch. i. ver. 18, ſays, © Before they came together ſhe 
was found with child of the Holy Ghoft :” read on to 
the end of the 20th verſe, where an angel, as an im- 
mediate teſtimony from heaven, was ſent to confirm 
it, © that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghoſt,” and that this was the furalment of the prophecy 
which declares he is God with us. See alfo Mark 
ch. i. ver. 8, * He (i. e. Jeſus Chrift) ſhall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghoſt.” Thus 1s a teſtimony 
that he had it without meaſure, or he could not have 
communicated it to others. See again, Luke i. 
verſe 26 to 36, where the angel tells Mary, The 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee: therefore 
alſo that Hay Thins which ſhall be born of thee 
ſhall be called the Sn of God.” John alſo, in 
chap. 1. bare record that Jefus was the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the fins of the world, and that 

| he 
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he was the Son of God, and that he baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt. Are all theſe evidences the 
weakeſt in all the goſpels with Mr. Wakefield? then 
muſt he certainly be as great an infidel as Paine; 
who acts more conſiſtent by rejecting the whole, 
than he who will retain only a part. But why does 
Mr. Wakefield conſign the vindication to the ſons of 
the eſtabliſhment ? who, though they ſublc:1be to 
the doctrine, he knows ninety, upon an average, out 
of every hundred, know no more of it than himſelf. 
If he wants an occaſion to ſhew his literary valour, and 
will thus with Paine and Goliath of Gath defy the ar- 
mies of the living God, let him learn that the ſame Holy 
Spirit which endited the ſacred Scriptures, can give 
fill and wiſdom to ſome poor ſhepherd's boy to fling 
ſuch a pebble cf conviction, as vill either bring hun 
down with ſame and confuſion, or make him eat 
his own words. Fer at the beft he does but play the 
part of Satan in tempting Chrift with © JF thou be the 
Con of Ged.” He does not poſitively deny it, or 
attempt to diſprove it; he only ſhews us that he is 
yet in a ſtate of nature, and cannot believe it. 
Mr. Paine very diftagenuouſly borrows moſt of 
the ſhades for his ſatire from the abominable Romi 
church, under the name of Chriſtian, without any diſ- 
tinction from the true followers of Jefus, who abhor 
that church as the Whore of Babylon, and the great 
Antichriſt. And then, after blaſphemouſly ridiculing 
the doctrine of the Trinity and the Conception, dub- 
bing the whole with the title of an amphibious fraud, 
ſays, © Nothing that is here ſaid can apply, even 
with the moſt diſtant reſpect, to the rea! character 
6 of | 


1 
* of Jeſus Chrilt. He was a virtuous and an amia- 
© ble man. | 
Sure Mr. Paine is not aware how palpably he 
contradicts himſelf. For if all the hiſtory of Jeſus 
Chriſt, with the teſtimony of John his harbinger, 
the prophets, the angels, the voices heard from hea- 
ven, ſaying, © This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleaſed,” and even the atteſtation of devils, 


ſaying, © I know thee who thou art, the Holy One 


of God,” &c. &c. is an amphibious fraud, he could 
not be a virtuous and amiable man, but muſt be the 


greateſt deceiver that ever was upon earth. But 


what authority have we to ſuppoſe it fabulous ? 
None in heaven, earth, or hell, but Tom Paine's 
great idol ſef, who, through vexation that he never 
could underſtand the report, impudently aſſerts it: 
and by thus aſſerting it, he eftabliſhes the truth of 
the Bible which he wants to overthrow, and which 
ſhe ws us that God taketh the wile in their own craf- 


tineſs; for © he hath choſen the fooliſh things of 


this world, to confound the wiſe; and the weak 


things of the world, to confound the things whieh 
are * and baſe things of this world, and 


things which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring to nought things 
that are: that no fleſh ſhould glory in his pre- 
ma” 


In connexion with his ridicule on the birth and 


doctrine of Chriſt, Paine is driven to the neceſſity to 
| banter alſo the important doctrine of his reſurrection 
and aſcenſion: and placing more confidence in his 
own conceits than the written word, he ſcruples not 
to 
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to fay, © Not more than eight or nine ſay they ſato 
it; whereas the true narrative declares, that after 
that he was ſeen of above 500 brethren at once, of whom 
the greater part remain to this day, that was about 
23 years after the circumſtance. But when a man 
will ſacrifice all verity to indulge a vein of humour, 
he renders himſelf too deſpicable to merit a rational 
refutation. Yet his ſubtilty is too plain to paſs 
unnoticed. He would have his readers to view the 
whole Bible, and eſpecially the hiſtory of Jeſus. 
Chriſt, as an amphibicus fraud; but whatever he can 
find therein that he conceives for his purpoſe, he 
takes it as a real tranſaction. Hence he tells us, © that 
© Thomas did not believe the reſurrection; and, as 
© they ſay, would not believe, without having ocular 
and manual demonſtration himſelf. So neither will 
J; and the reaſon is equally as good for me, and 

every other perſon, as for Thomas.” 

But why did not Paine go through with Thomas's 
ſtory? becauſe it would have contradicted his aſſer- 
tion, and proved that he did believe the reſurrection 
too, and that with a ſtronger faith than the other diſ- 
ciples ; for he was the firſt that with appropiation 
hailed the riſen Chtiſt, as my Lord and my cob. 
And I will affert, upon the authority of that book 
called the Bible, winch he pretends to diſbelieve 
(though he feels its influence producing an enmity 
in his heart inſtead of love, and thereby autkenticates 
its verity. Do not my words do good or do evil? 
« Is not my word like a fire? faith the Lord: and 
like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?“ 

It either will break the unbelieving heart, or burn 
the 


= 

the finner)—1 ſay, I will affert upon the Bible autho- 
rity, That all the credence in the world, that is not 
eſtabliſhed by the witneſs of the Holy Ghoſt in the 
heart, is nothing more than a mere aſſent; it is 
not a ſtedfaſt faith according to the Scripture defi- 
' nition of that Divine Grace; nor can it produce 
a love that many waters (perſecutions) cannot 
quench *. 

Both Mr. Wakeficld and the Laymaa dif] a great | 
ingenuity and much reading in their endeavours to 
authenticate the Scriptures; but they ſeem to forget 
the ground of Mr. Paine's objection, viz. That it 
is not a revelation 1% bim. He has not arrived to 
ſuch audacity as to aver that there zever was a reve- 
lation communicated immediately from Gad to man, 
only that he will not believe it. And I am certain, 
if the Scriptures themſelves will not demand credit 
in the heart, all human teſumony will fail to pro- 


duce it: for Chriſt himfelf ſays, „I receive not the 


teſtimony from man. The words that 7 p22: unto 
you they are ftirit, and they are /iſe.” And no 
man can ſavingly believe the words till he is a par- 
taker of that ſpirit and life, or ſpiritual life. 1 will 
illuſtrate the doctrine by a familiar conception. 

We will ſuppoſe two men of equal credit for 
veracity to aver, That honey is ſcveet; and ſuppoſe 
one experimentally familiar with the taſte of it, 
which I will call the ſpirit of the honey, the other 
never to have ſeen or taſted it, only to have read 
many learned authors about it, on whule authority he 


» Canticle viii. 7. 


makes 
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makes his averment. We will next ſuppoſe a 
dreadful perſecution to ariſe againſt the doctrine, 
and nine-tenths of the nation combined to make 
every individual declare that honey is ſour or bitter, 
or burn them alive. Now the queſtion is, which of 
thoſe two men are moſt likely to confirm their 
doctrine in the flames? | PE on 

He that has only heard or read about it reaſons 
like Mr. Paine, and ſays within himſelf, © though 
what I have heard and read may be the truth, yet 
as I cannot aver it upon the ground of my own 
experience, I ſee not why I ſhould ſuffer ſuch a 
terrible affliction in the defence of it.” The other 
having often eat it, reaſons thus within himſelf, 
© Tf I fay it is bitter, to avoid the fire, I muſt wound 
my conſcience, and bear its continual gnawing ac- 
cuſation, that I am a liar before God, who is greater 
than man, and cannot only afflict my body here 
with as great torment as the flame, but can caſt 
both body and foul into hell, and chain them down 
in endleſs torments: then his concluſion is, that of 
two evils it is better to chooſe the leaſt ; and there- 
fore, to avoid the laſhes of conſcience and the wrath 
of God, he joyfully embraces the flames in de- 
fence of that truth which they both profeſſed, but he 
experienced. I may add to this, that the Chriſtian 
has ſomething more to carry him through the fire, 
viz. Love, and the ſtedfaſt perſuaſion that the honey 
he has taſted (i. e. in the Holy Ghoſt, ſealing the 
. teſtimony of Jeſus on his heart), is ſufficient either 
to Arengtben his frat! body to endure the flame, or 
elſe to abate the force of it, in benumbing the ſen- 

ſation: 
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ſation: and to ſum up all, he knows it is ſhort, and 
at the end an eternal weight of glory. 

The Layman, in page 37, ſays, The prophets 
© never required implicit credit till ſuch time as 
© their prophetic characters were ſufficiently eſta- 
© bliſhed to demand it, either by the performance 
© of ſome miracle, or the accompliſhment of tome 
© clear unequivocal prediction. 

He ſeems not aware that the magicians likewiſe did 
fo with their enchantments. God never did ordain 
miracles to eſtabliſh his word, which ever was and 
will be the ſame, whether accompanied with mira- 

cles or without; He only in his infinite condeſcenſion 
| ſubmitted to the requiſitions of the deſperate hard- 
neſs of men's hearts, and gave them figns that proved 
he had more right to their credence than the aſtro- 
logers and ſoothſayers, &c. of thoſe days, becauſe 
his miracles were greater than theirs. I mult atk 
that gentleman what miracles David, Iſaiah, Jere- 
miah, Amos, and many other prophets, authenti- 
cated their miſſion by? And as to their predictions, 
they moſtly refer to diſtant periods for their accom- 
pliſhment; but this gentleman's faith, while reſting 
only on the external word authenticated, as he thinks, 
by human traditions, will not ſtand the fire which 
muſt try all the pure gold, till he feels that /pirit 
and li which is the internal evidence of the divine 
origin of the 5rit!2y and the cfeniial cvord. 

In page 62, ſpeaking on Paine's imitating Tho- 
mas's unbelief, he ſays, © If ocular and manual de- 
© monſtration be neceTary, then no hiſtoric evidence 
can be ſufficient;” implying that hiſtoric evidence 
D 19 


5 

1 
' 
1 
'1 
it 


E 


is ſoficient to eſtabliſh the ſoul in that faith which is 
eſſential to ſalvation. I am bound to deny that pa- 


ſition, from many years real experience; and to tell 


Mr. Paine, for his comfort, if he can receive it, that 
if wich Thomas's unbelief he could adopt Thomas's 


ſimplicity and ſincerity, he may be favoured with 


that which will be equivalent to Thomas's demon- 
ſtration. I mean not a bodily ſizht of Jeſus here 


again on earth * for that, inſtead of eſtabliſhing our 


faith, would deftroy it, and overthrow the whole 
Scripture, which aſſures us the heavens muſt receive 
him until the reſtitution of all things; but I mean 
the indwelling of that Holy Spirit the comtorter, 


which Chriſt promited to ſend to his diſciples after 
his PIE, whole office is to take of the things of 


Chriſt ard fhew them unto its, But I cannot help ex- 
preſſing my ſurpriſe at the Layman's inconſiſtency in 
labouring by various authors, and human reaſons (and 
ſome not very cogent I muit own), to convince an 


infidel of the divine origin of the Scriptures, and 


then telling him that F he hears not Moſes and the 


prophets, neither wil be be perſuaded ib“ ane roſe 
frem the dead. Surely if he had ſet out here he 


ght have faved himſelf a deal of trouble, and his 
credit too: for the man that will attempt to convict 
an unbeliever by profane writings where the ſacred 
Sciiptures are rejected, becauſe written by men, is an- 
ſwering a fool fo according to his folly, that he appears 
not much unlike him. It is as if I was to light a candle 
to ſhew a man the ſun, who having no eyes to ſee the 


greater light, cannot poſſibly behold the leſſer. 


I ſhould with pleaſure enlarge my remarks on the 
3 Layman's 
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L aymen's pamphlet (which certainly is the beſt de- 
fence I have ſeen), but I muſt confine my pages to 


a certain boundary, in which I want moſt eſpecially 


to ſtop the way againſt Deiſts, Ari ins, Socinians, 


Armeniaas, and Hypacrites: becauſe I know their 
words, in carnal minds, do eat as doth a canker, 


If Mr. Paine had ſid neither can J, inftead of 


neither will I, it would have ſnewn a modeſty more 


becoming a creature who did not make himſelf, than 
the general tenor of his language does. However, 
others as bold and ſelſ-conſident as he have been 
made to recant their poſitive aſſertions, and io may 
he. Omitting the inſtances wherein God has ſhewn 


me my folly in ſaying, I c or I will net, I cannot 


forbear referring my readers to an eminent inſtance 
of this in the experience of the late Mr. Hart, mi- 
niſter at Jewin- Street. In page 7, of the preface to 


his hymns, he writes thus: I was fo far from ſceing 


© or owning that there was fich a neceſſity for his 


e death, (1. e. of Chriſt) and that it could be * 


* ſuch inſinite value as is repreſented, that I lia 


© often reſ ved (O the horrible depth of man's _ 


. andi the de pe: rate wWickedne! I of the ner an ne.: eart 1 
that I never would believe it; 1235 have bee 


? 


© tempted to tell God himſelf, that Ke could not make 


* me, without injuring my reaſon, and impoſing on 
* my underſtanding, by downright violence and per- 
© verſive power.“ But when that hut and 7, 


which is the internal evidence of Scripture, Lid 


hold on him, he tells another tale. In page 


= 


the ſame preface he favs, Notwithſtanding all 


© that is talked about the fuffermes of jeivs, none 
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can know any thing of them but by the Holy 
© Ghoſt.” And in page 11, © Notions of religion I 
* wanted no man to teach me; I had doctrines 
enough; but found, by woful experience, that dry 
© doctrine, though ever ſo ſound, will not ſuſtain a 
* foul in the day of trial.” And in page 15 he main- 
tains, © That the blood of the Redeemer applied to 
the ſoul by his Spirit is the one thing needful, and 
© that a dead faith can no more cheriſh the ſoul, 
© than a dead corpſe can perform the functions of 
A 

If Mr. Paine would leriouſſy reflect on the won- 
derful diſperſion of the Jews into all nations, as the 
punichment foretol ſhout! come upon them for 
rejecting of Chrüt, the inconſiſtency which may 
appear to him ie ciing the Jets as a proof of the 
truth ef the ft would ſoon be done away. But, 
alas, poor man, he hes bound by the fame enmity 
to that precious, but defpiſed name, which con- 
ſtrains the Jews to ſy it is not true. Therefore he 
will rather believe the word of thoſe who, being no 
contemporaries, never faw, than receive the written 
teſtimony of cye and ear witneſſes. Is it not be- 
caule that awfully important hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt 
ſtains ail rhe 1 of human wiſdom? If he had 
come in all that carnal pomp and majeſty with 
which that people expected him, they would have 
acknowledged him for the Meffiah, and then Arians 
and Deiſts would probably have allowed him ſome 
divinity. But white Mr. Paine refuſes to hear the 
evidence of any but the adverſaries of truth, and 
thoſe too who abver the Jard and are declared to be 
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loatbed of him *, it is not likely that he will ever 
profit by that ſacred word, which he is pleaſed to 
call, without any one procf of deception, an amphibi- 
ous fraud. But if we view him only as taking all 
his report and knowledge of the ſcriptures from the 


abominations of the Romiſh church, and the baſe 


ungodly conduct of the generality of Proteſtants, 

without any ſcrious appeal to God himſelf, or ho- 
neſt ſearching of the Bible for its own evidence, it is 
more natural for him to diſcredit their report than 
believe : for while guided only by ſuch obſervation, 
his concluſion mult be, that either it is not God's 
word, or thoſe who pretend to believe have no more 
faith in it than himſelf. And I am certain it is 


more conſiſtent with honeſty in him to ſay I do not 


believe it, than in thoſe who by works deny their 
own creed. 
What avails a Proteſtant declaring I believe the 


whole of the Old and New Teſtament to be the 


written rule of God's will concerning man, while 
he lives totally uninfluenced by it? He knows that 
book plainly commands him not to lay vp his tre a- 
ſure on earth, but in heaven, and ſcals the injunct ion 


with this evincing reaſon, for where your treaſure 


is there will your heart be allo,” yet watch tim, and 
you will ſee his general bent is to act upon the very 
reverſe, and prove to all obſervers that he moſt 


eminently poſſeſſes that ode of money which his creed 


tells him is the root all evil. Touch him with 
any text that militates at his prevailing paſſion or 


* Z-chariah xi. 8. 
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ſentiment, and he will either explain it away, or tell 
you 2t is an inter pulatiun. So that I muſt fay the 
falſe friends of the Bible do, and have done, more to 


invalidate its authority than all the Atheiſts and 
Deiſts in the world. And ſurely no wound is fo 


great as that of a friend, | 
Some will doubtleſs be impatient to ſuggeſt, if 
the caſe be fo, how will you convict Mr. Paine of 


irrationality ? Becauſe he 2&ts not fo candidly to- 


wards the good which the ſcriptures propound, as 
he would do in natural things. He proteſſes in his 
creed to hope fer happineſs hey vnd its life, but tells us 
not on what that hope is built. I wouid, if he 


would let me, think too bigliiy of his underſtanding 


to ſupport him to build without a foundation: for 
none bue i iWict, Who are totally improvident of the 
future, would do ſo; who, „hen they think to in- 
herit, will 24 their hopes fail and dettiay them. 
Now I muſt 2k Mr. Paine Where, in the whole 
creation, or in che utmoſt expan'e of immenſity, with - 
out the Bible, can he find a ſolid foundation for his 
hope? The ſun cannot cheriſh it, the moon can 
give no light into it, the ſtars cannot ſhine upon it. 
The planets and all his ſcupendous fy items of worlds 
declare it is not in them to give. From whence 
then does Mr. Paine derive it? Does his own 
heart tell him fo? Sclomon, who had as much 
wiſdom as he, ſays, © he that truſts his own heart 
is a fool.” As a man of ſenſe, he ſhould re- 


fle& thus: If I think Moles, the prophets, the 


apoſtles, and all the profeſſors of Judaiſm and 


Chriqdiani :y, are, and have been deceived from the 


beginning, 
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And it I cannot truſt the record of any human au- 
tnority, how can I truſt my own heart, which hach 


deceived: me ſo often, and whoſe ſpings Ic no 
ways ſearch into? What! is all that mitghty fe nie, 


an eternal hepe of happineſs, built oniy en the feen 


furface of a hardencd heart, that cannot be tha. cd 


by all the fire of love contained in facred id:? 
And will not the great conflagration, when tne 
world, and all that is therein, ſnall be burnt up, diſ- 


ſolve that ice, and let the lofty tower fink with end- 


lefs ſhame on the fond builder for his vain conceic ? 

Then the poor tewant (che ioul) wich thought to 

ſoar on wings imagination formed to endlef; day, 

will fall into the Waemlet abyſs of endleſs night, 

and prove its airy dream of rl ſubſtantial 
and eternal woe, 


T am perſuadet he would not act fo injud ficiouſly 


by me if | was to go to him and reate fon.e 
a 

eſtimable good transſcrrabie to him by certain re- 

cords; which, though to me it might be revealed 


by an angel from heaven, yet to him could be no 
more than a declaration of that revelation; there- 
fore demands nothing more than a ferions le. rc 
into it, whether it be truc or talle. How wouts ie 


act? I may abb fe like a man of fene; not wich 


2 haſty conclusion, as one did, wits 3 arard 
that his lottery ticket was drawn a pricc of | coo, 
immediately we lcomed 2 rucſt tit came 


G S y 75 
kim, and gave ainongſt them all iy little tub? 
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an the next day went to ſearch into che truth; whe, 
to us pe ble mortifcation, he ound it was 4 
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begi:ning, why may not [? I alſo am but a man. 
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blank : nor yet with that deiſtical principle which, 
with regard to the ſcriptures, induces him to reject 
all as an amphibious fraud; but I think he would 
ſeriouſiy ſearch and reſearch the records | told him 
of, and if he found certain paſſages therein which he 
could not underſtand, would not his deſire of the 
good propoſed ſtir him up to ſome diligence in 
earneſt inquiry for an explanation? eſpecially on 
thoſe points whereon his right would moſt eſſentially 

depend. 

Then why will not Atheiſts, Deiſts, Arians, So- 
cinians, Armenians, and every erroneous advocate, 
act as candidly by the word of God as by the ward 
of man. God requires no more of them than a can- 
did impartial inveſtigation ; and then if they chooſe 
not that which others prize, let them leave it. But 
that we might not be left at uncertainties, and driven 
to and fro by the various opinions of men, he has 
appointed one infallible expoſitor, viz. The Holy 
Ghoſt, the Spirit of God. But that no inan may 
rely on my word, I will direct my readers to chap- 
ter and verſe, Firſt, I muſt remark, it is the poſi- 
tive declaration of ſcripture, an inſurmountable fact, 
that every man who has experienced the truth will 
give his moſt ſolemn atteſtation to, THAT NO MAN 
can know the things cf God, but by the SPIRIT of 
God, wiiich ſearcheth all things, yea che deep things 
of God, fee 1 Cor. ii. 11. Then St. James tells 
us, chap. i. 5, © If any of you lack wiſdom let him 
aſk of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it ſhall be given him.” He 

moſt eſſentially means that wiſdom which is wrought 


in 
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in the heart by the Spirit, whereby we only can know 
God as our friend, and underſtand his will. Hear 
| God himſelf in the name of wiſdom ſpeaking to 
the children of men in Prov. i. 22, 23. How 
long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity ? and 
the ſcorners delight in ſcorning, and fools hate 
knowledge? Turn you at my reproof: behold 7 
will pour out iy ſpirit upen you, I will make Rnown 
my words unto you.” Tn Jerem. xxiv. 7, he fays, 
« I will give them an heart to know me that I am 
the Lord.” This promiſe is repeated in many places 
of the ſcripture. Again Iſaiah xliv. 3, © I will pour 
my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon thine 
offspring.“ Ezekicl xi. 19, I will put a new 
ſpirit within you, and I will take the ſtony heart 
out of their fleſh.” In John xiv. 16, Chriſt ſays, 
« I will pray the Father, and he ſhal: give you an- 
other comforter, that he may edide ci you for 
ever; even the ſpirit of trutn, whom the world can- 
net receive, becauſe it ſeeth bim net, neither knoweth 
bim : but ye know lim, ior he duet with you, 
and fba!l be in you.” And in Luke xi. 17, It 
ye then, being evi}, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more {tail your kea- 
venly Father give bis Holy opirit to iu that 0c 
bim Ard in Rom. viii. 9, is a poſtnve declara- 
tion, an iacoatrovertible point, that © ic any man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt he is none of his.“ 
And St. Paul, in his nrſt epiſtle to the I heſſalonl ans, 
iv. 8, tells all ſuch erroncous gentlemen, © He that 
deſpiſeth, deſpiſcth net man but Gob, who hath 4% 
given unto us bis Holy Spirit,” And in 2 Cor. i. 21, 


he 
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he ftedfaRt) ly affirms that all the promiſes of God 
in Chriſt are yea and in him amen, unto the glory 


of God by us, and adds, © Now he which ſtabliſh- 


eth us wih you, in Chriſt, and hath anrinted us, is 
God: who hath allo ſealed us, and given us the 
earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts.” But left any 
ſhould ſay, I his was confined to the apoilles, hear 
St. Paul again in Rom. viii. 11, 14, 15. But if 
the Spirit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead 
d:oell in you (his Roman converts), he that raifed 
up Chriſt from the dead ſhall allo quicken your 
mortal bodies by his Spirit, which drivelieth in yor. 


As many as are led by the Sir f Gcd, they are the 


ſons of God. For ye (gentile converts) have not 
received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear; but ye 
have received the ſpirit of adoption whereby ce cry 


Abba Father.“ Obſerve, ye and we ſhew that it was 


really the fame ſpirit which dwelt in the apoſtle 
and his hcarers. I might quote a hundred more 


texts to this point, but fhall content myſelf with theſe 


two, Epheſians i. 13; iv. 30. * In u hom ye alto 
tufted (i. e. in Chili) after that ye heard the word 
ef truth, the goſpel of your ſalvation : in whom alſo 
after thet ye believed, ye were ſealed wich the bely 
ſpirit of promi, which is the earneſt of our inherit- 
ance, until tie reden tion of the purcaaied pole. 
ſion, unto the praiſe of his glory.” And laſtly, 
et Grizve net the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye 
(Ephciians} aic ſealed unto the day of redemption.” 

Here let me aſk any ot thole religious denomi- 
nations, Are you ſure 2 vou have got the Holy 
Ghoſt, or Spirit of Chriſt, derclling in you? No: 


| am 


a 7 8 Y "ar 
F, . « 
n . 


$I => 


3 


5 e TSR: 


- dw... 5 3 8 2 L rn 


C43 ] 
am certain they have not, becauſe that is never 2 
ſpiric of error: then it follows that you cannot be in 
the truth; beczuſe none can underſtand the things 


of God, but by the Spirit of Cod. Now wa, who lee 


and er;erience the truth, know that we hate the ©ririt 
of Ged, as really as we know that honey is ſweet, 
becauſe we have taſted it. | 
“ Hereby know ve that we dwell in him (i. e. in 
God) and he in us, becauſe he hath given us of 


his Spirit,” 1 John iv. 13; vi hich 1 Spir rit beareth wit- 


neſs with our ſpirit, that we are the chi dren of Ged. 


Rom. vin. 16. Here let the Iſhmaels mock ; but 


they have the moſt cauſe to laugh who win: for 
thoſe who have truly the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in 


them, nd it to be a ſpirit of peace, of joy, and de- 
ligat, and independency on the creature, that no 


heart can conceive but thoſe in which it dwells. 
Though this confutes the Arians and Socinians, 
yet, ſay fone, of what uſe can it be to Deiſts, who | 
reject all fcriprie ? uch, if they will make a 
proper uſe of it as rational men. I afk them not 
to believe thoſe ſc: tprures, becauſe I am eſtabuſned 
in the truth that none but the Spirit of God can 
work that faith in their hearts; I only requeſt them 
to give me a rational ſuppoſition that they may be 
true (I defy them to _ any falſe) ; and on that 
bear ſuppoſition retire into themielves, and hongſtiy 
ſpread the cauſe before 1 855 o che God (hom I 
ſuppoſe they allow to be omnipo:ent and omnipre- 


ſent), after this ſimple manner: -O Lord God, who 
created all things, and made man endurd wich in- 


tcllectual powers, whoſe ways thou feet; and 
knoweſt 
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knoweſt their thoughts afar off. There be certain 
perſons who tell us, that thy Spirit dwelleth with 
men that the book which they call the Bible is a 
declaration of thy will—and they ſay that book 
teacheth that man, the workmanſhip of thine hands, 
is fallen and apoſtatized from rhee—that there is no 
means of reconciliation but by the death of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who, they fay, is one with thee; and that 
whoſo believeth in that ſame Jeſus Chriſt ſhall 
be ſaved; and they that believe nor ſhall be 
damned.—Now, O mighty God, who ſeeſt I cannot 
believe theſe things, and (if that is thy word) haft 
ſaid thou wilt give thy Holy Spirit to them that 
aik it, grant me that ſpirit I beſeech thee, that I 
may be at a certainty concerning theſe things ; and, 
when thou ſheweſt them to me, give me a heart 
alſo to embrace them; that ſeeing I may believe; 
and believing I may teſtify that truth of thoſe 
things, which I cannot now underſtand, to the 
glory of thy great name, who, they ſay, heareth all 
that call upon thee in truth. Thou truly haſt given 
me all things effential to animal life; if there is a 
ſpiritual life, and ſpiritual food to uphold that life, 
I pray thee communicate that ſpiritual food into my 

ſou), chat I allo may praiſe thee in the congregation 
of thy ſaints. For it feemeth reaſonable that thou 
who halt made us ſhouldeſt be honoured and glorified = 
by us. | 5 | 5 
muſt now converſe a little with Mr. Wakefield. 
In page 27 he tells us, The conſiderate and in- 
_© quifiave Chriſtian is ſatisfied with thinking an ac- 
* quteſcence in the grand doctrine of the reſurrec- 
tion 
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tion and the ſyſtem ſupported by it, ftriftly rational, 
© and philoſophical, if he deſcries its indiſſoluble 
© connection with other numerous occurrences of 
the higheſt probability; if it forms a moſt im- 
portant link in one concatenated ſeries of divine 
© communications, dignified and important in them- 
© ſelves, corroborated by contemporary hiſtories, 
© and aſcertained almoſt ro demonſtration, by the 

© preceding and preſent exiiting circumſtances of 
© mankind at large.” 

With aſtoniſhing admiration I ſee a teſtimony tc to 
the truth of Scripruce in this paragraph, which de- 
clares, the wiſdom of this world is foolifin=fs 
© with God: and again, The Lord knoweth the 
© thoughts of the wile, that they are vain.” The 
whole cf it, which is too long for my patience to 
tranſcribe, is an haranone of words without meaning. 
What is an acquiciceace without the Spirit of 
Chriit? white the word poſitively avers, if I have it 
not I am none of his. I wih Mr. W. would 
learn the active principle of faith from natural life, 
and ſee how far it exceeds acquieſcence. We will, 
for illuſtration, ſuppoſe two men, one poſſeſſed of a 
million in the funds, the other not a ſhilling, and a 
report is brought to them both that ſtocks will cer- 
tainly fall 50 per cent. in one month: they both 
give equal credit to the report; but how ſenſibly. 
different does it affect them. He that has nothing 
gives it an acquieſcence, becauſe he would avoid the 
trouble of ſearching for confirmation, and is quite 
indiflerent whether it be true or falſe : but the man 
who has his million, en, feels all his fears and 


hopes 


"FSI 
hopes ring wich alarm. He cannot be content 
with the mcfienger's credit or known veracity ; a 
thouſand thoughts ru h like ruffians into his mind, 
and rob kim of his peace. He can take no reſt 
till he is fart Red of the truth of the report, which, 
when he attains, is a real active faith that mani- 
feſts its principle by his action; the belief makes 
hin uſe ali diligence to get his wealth out of that 


preems ous fituation, and Place 1 it where he can have 


a better ſecurity from its diminution. 

Is Mr. Wakefield one of thofe conſiderate, i in- 
quiſitive Chriſtian, who can ſtalk away to God in 
his own ipun acquictcence, when he knows the Bible 
afñirmo, that © without fach it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
him?” And is a mere acquicſcence all his faith? 
Then he may be fure his creed is no better than 
Paine's. The foul that has any real concern for its 

future weifare, has, like Paine, too much jealouſy to 
take up with an mere ACQUICICENCE. No, no: If a 


hundred pe: ple t ci him ke is a Chriſtian he regards 
it not; he Nett hw tae teſtimony, the ſealing and 


Wirnetiag f that holy Spirit, which is the e of 
his WY ricaacc, incl ng Vith his own ſpirit that 


ke iS 2 Child of God, kciore he can belicve it: for he 


knows that Uo rare TUFCALENINGS as well as promiſes, 
and the guiit * Of | 15 in wakes lum feel the former; 
but the jatcer he finds ke cannot take to himſelf with- 
ut the eee or God's own Spirit revealing it 
to his under?:; _ 18 _ thoſe ſins are done away in 
Chriſt, how his vicarious ſacrifice paid the ſinner's 
debt to the utmoſt farthing. And though he may 
arrivc at a good pcriualion that Chriſt died for finners, 


yet 
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yet © that he died /or me, is the important point on 
which all his peace and joy depends. And till the 
Spirit ſeal the witneſs of tiiis upon his heart, he (I 
mean the ſincere ſecker ot grace) is always fluctuat- 
ing. One day he conccives a gleam of hope, the 
next it is gone from him, and thus, as his fears and 
hopes prevail, his joys or griefs are alternately up and 
down. But when Chriſt has once baptized him with 
the Holy Ghoſt and the Fre of love, his heart is efta- 
biijned truſting in the Lord, and nothing can move him 
from that ſtediaſtaeſs : you may as eaſily perſuade a 
man who has a purſe full of gold, that there is no 
more value in it than drais, as to perſuade him that 
that which he has thus c, known, h.ndied, and ſelt of 
the word of life, is a mere conceit. While he re- 
mains in the body he may be ſubjeA to d-jeAioa of 
ſpirits, to illneſs, weakneſs, and imbecility, both in 
body and mind, and even the motions of ſin in his 
members may poſſibly be permitted to prevail for 2 
ſeaſon. But then all turns to a different point to 
what it did before. Noching can bring lim agua 
into condemaation, nor utterly take His evidence. 
from him. Now, it he feels the nech lulling i 
the ſpirit, he ſecks not to hide himleu or kis ame 
from God, as he uſed to do before, but makes it, 
and every infirmity and all.yuon, a peculiar errand 
to God as his Father, He knows that God is well- 
pleaſed with his beloved Son, fees, and feels himſelf 
as ſheltered in that Son of his love, and thus, through 
him, pleads with the familiarity of a child. O my 
Father, wherefore do iniquities prevail 2gainit me? 
Wilt thou let latan thine cacmy ice his deſire upon 

| me, 
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me, and rejoice at my ſliding, with Ah! ah! fo 
cc woull I have it!” Is it not for thine honour 
that I ſhould bring forth much fruit, that men may 
know that I am thy disciple indeed? And how can 
they glorify thee on my behalf if they ſee not the 
fruits of that Spirit by which thou haſt ſealed and 
ſanctified thy ſervant ? If, by forgetting thee, I have 
turned to other lovers, and ſought my delight in 
earthly things; or if I have ſught my own giory 
and been more anxious for a good name than 
the ſecret teſtimony that thou art mine and I am 
thine, and thereby provoked thee to hide thy face 
from me, forgive the iniquity of thy child, and kindly 
heal the breach, and give me more wiſdom, and 
more grace, left I ſhould at any time turn again to 
folly: for if thoſe Ferrat ans (our corruptions) age 
ſuffered to overcome thoſe whom thou haſt redeemed 
with a mighty hand, what will the heathen ſay? 
Will they not ſay thou haſt deceived us, and that 
thy Spirit cannot conquer this body of fin ? And 
what wilt thou then do to thy great name? | 

Paine, in his next paragrap ph, Page 7, tells us, 
© that Jeſus Chriſt preached moſt excellent morality, 
and the equality of man; but he preache.l alſo 

© apainft the corruptions and avarice of the Jewiſh. 
« priefts, and this brouglit upon him the hatred and 
© vengeance of the whole order of priefthocd.” 

How excellent Chriſt's morality is in his eſteem 
we may ſce by that which he only adopts, and even 
this he will bring to thc tandard of his own ideas, 
and repreſent Christ a, leveling all his rebukes at 
their cor rupti ons and avarice; whereas he ſtruelc 

molt 
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moſt at their hypocriſy: ſhewing them the deceit- 
fulneſs of their hearts in paying tythes of mint, anis, 
and cummin, while they wholly neglected the weighty 
matters of the law, judgment, faith, mercy, and the 
love of God. © Theſe ought ye to have done,” 
fays he, and not to leave the other undone.” 
That God has ordained that his miniſters ſhould be 
maintained by the people, is evident both in the old 


teſtament and the new: and I am certain ſuch as are 


truly partakers of their ſpiritual things, will cheerfully 
communicate unto them of their carnal things. Bur 
it does not follow that every wolf or hireling who 
comes in ſheeps clothing, or in the name of the 
Great Shepherd, is to be received or maintained by 
the ſheep. No: Our divine Maſter has taught us to 
try the ſpirits, whether they be of God; and he has 
aſſured us that his ſheep know his voice, whatever 
ramſhorn ic may ſound through. But when he 
preaches thus, © As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
iclelf except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, ex- 
cept ye abide in me: for without me ye can do nothing. 
And again, © He that believeth in me hath ever- 
laſting life, and ſhall not come into condemnation : 
but he that believeth not is condemned already, 
and ſhall be damned.“ Neither Paine, nor Wake- 
field, will have any of his excellent morality ; but tell 
us it is an impoſitiun and an amphibious fraud, an in- 
terpolation, or any thing to draw their necks from 
under the yoke of it. 
Our deiftical author, who would have his readers 
believe that he had detected the fraud, and knew 
the truth better than the ru i/ſelf, adds, © The 
E © accuſation 
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e accuſation which thoſe prieſts brought againſt him 
© was, that of ſedition and conſpiracy againſt the Ro- 
© man government, to which the Jews were then 
_ © ſubje&t and tributary: and it is not improbable 
© that the Roman government might have ſome 
© ſecret apprehenſion of the effects of his doctrine, 
© as well as the Jewiſh prieſts; neither is it impro- 
© bable that Jefus Chriſt had in contemplation the 
delivery of the Jewilh nation from the bondage of 
© the Romans.” 
How contemptible that man makes himſelf who 
_ anſwers a matter before he hears it! He dreams a 
dream; and behold, to his imagination, zhis is a 
© plain narrative of facts, beyond the truth itſelf. He 
who declares himſelf to be the way, the truth, and 
the life, taught his diſciples to give tribute unto 
Cæſar, and even fubmitted himſelf to work a mira- 
cle to get that 3 which he was not 
compelled to pay *. 
This proves the accuſation falſe: nor was he ar- 
raigned for fedition and conſpiracy, but for pre- 
tended blaſphemy, and upon that act only he was 
condemned: for after he deelared himfelf before 
Here I would not be underſtood to exclude the duty of 
a Chriſt ian to keep a vigilant eye upon oppreſſion, and with all 
his powers proteſt againſt it, while for the fake of peace and a 
good conſcience, he bears the burdens which evil magiſtrates 
I y upon him; and [| muſt ſay, I think it a greater honour 10 
be in a priſc1, or under any perſecution, for ſpeaking the 
truth in defence of the poor and oppreſſed, who have no inter- 
ceſſor, than to be at large with a murdered conſcience, and a 
ſycophant compliance with every ſpecies of oppreſſion, by 
pretending there is a neceſſity for it. 
the 
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the council to be the Son of God, his accuſers vehe- 
mently cried out, What need we any further wit- 
neſſes? Ye have heard his blaſphemy.” And when 
upon an occaſion his diſciples would have defended 
him, he ſharply rebuked them, ſaying, . Thinkeft 
thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he 
ſhall preſently give me more than twelve legions of 
angels? But bow then ſhall the Scripture be ful- 
filled, That thus it muſt be? Here is a demonſtration 
that he came into this world to ſuffer, and that he 
had no ſuch thing in contemplation as Paine ſup- 
poſes ; neither is there the leaſt ſhadow of ſuſpicion 
againft him by the Roman government, who were - 
more willing to releaſe him than the Jews would 
have had them: fo that every word of his plain nar- 
rative of facts, as Paine calls it, falls to the ground, 
and fo overwhelms the builder in the baſeleſs fabric 
of his viſion, that it leaves him not a wreck of truth 
behind. 
When a man thus tiotoriouſly leaps all bounds of 
truth he ruſhes into ſatan's wide field of falſehood, 
and muſt needs go wherever that maſter drives. 
Hence in his following pages, to indulge a vein of 
ſatire, he blaſphemouſly banters all ſacred truth in a 
ſtrain that makes old fatan grin a ghaſtly ſmile. 
Had not that facred word of God which Chriſ- 
tians revere, while he reviles, made him afraid, it 
would not have produced ſo much enmity and ha- 
tred in his heart againſt it as are viſible in his Age 
of Reaſon, to judicious readers; therefore, though he 
may affect to deſpiſe it, I ſhall give him a paragraph 
from the Bible, which ſooner or later will prove as a 
1 2 Javelin 


1 
javelin of conviction that will one day pierce him 
through the heart; either by contrition here or pu- 
niſhment hereafter. It is in Proverbs, chap. 1. 
ver. 24, tqthe end of the chapter, where God, in 
the Pty of wildom ſays, © Becauſe I have called 
and ye refuſed, I have . out my hands, and 
no man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought all my 
counſel, and would none of my reproof; I alſo will 
laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your fear 
cometh ; when your fear cometh as deſolation, and 
your deſtruction cometh as a whirlwind ; when dii- 
treſs and anguiſh come upon you. Then ſhall they 
call on me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me 
early, but they ſhall not find me: for they hated know - 
ledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the Lord: 
they would none of my counſel: they defpiſed all 
my reproof. Therefore ſhall they eat of the fruit 
of their own way, and be filled with their own de- 
| vices. For the turning away of the ſimple ſhall ſlay 
them, and the profpericy of fools ſhall deſtroy them. 
But whoſo hearkeneth unto me ſhall dwell ſafely, 
and ſhall be quiet from fear of evil.” 

Paine, in his pretended examination of the internal 
evidence of the Bible, paſſes entirely over the ante- 
cedent, and takes up only juſt ſuch anecdotes from 
the conſequent, as divert his humour, whereby he 
endeavours to throw a miſt before his readers, and 
envelope himſelf and his deception in the froth of wit. 

The firſt anecdote he refers to is Samſon, as if 
there was not a word that bore any internal evidence 
till he got near one-third through the book. 

The firſt Chapter of Geneſis declares the creation 
of 
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of the werldd and man upon it. The exiſtence of 
things anſwerable to that deſcription is a demor:tra- 
tive fact; therefore the record cannot be invalidated 
till Paine produces a better ſyſtem, and from higher 
authority, than © In the beginning God created, 
&c.” Though Paine is offended with this abi upt 
beginning, to me it appears full of dignity becoming 
its author; wh, of his infinite condeſcenſion, hum- 
| bles himſelf to tell his creatures how he made thoſe 
wondrous woiks which their eyes behold. Whether 
he firſt communicated it to Adam, or afterwards 
revealed it to Moſes, when he taught him to write 
the moral and ceremonial law, is not eiicntial to 
determine, I reſt the authority of this and the reſt of 
the Old Ted ament upon an evidence which neither 
of Paine's opponents have at all noticed, and which I 
ſhall come to in its place. Paine fays © it has no 
- voucher.” Did not Moſes by placing it at the. head 
of his hiſtory in effect avouch it as a tive narrative, 
moſt probably confirmed, if not revealed to him 
when he was in the mount? where, if it had been a 
mere human tradition, he would have been for bid to 
place it in c nnection with the holy precepts he 
received inn.ediatcly fro: God; which as a law 
of commardment ſeemed to ence that uſual pro- 
logue, The Lord ſtete unte id», ſa ing, to ſhew 
the authority which require their obedience : but 
it was no ways necetlry to the relating of God's 
formation of thyfe things which they eine ſaw. 
The ſecon chapter appoints a fubbeth, and gives 
to man his rule of righteouinels, as the covenant be- 
' tween God and him, cot life and death. 1 he third 
24 chapter 


1 

chapter ſhews the breach of that covenant, by which 
ſin, or that evil which entailed death on all Adam's 
poſterity, came into the world. That ſin or evil is 
in the world T ſuppoſe Mr. Paine will allow, though 
perhaps his pride may induce him to conceive he is 
free from its contamination, while it is ſo viſible to 
him in prieſtcraft, k—crafr, &c. This is an evi- 
dence that the report is founded in truth, let it come 
to us by what means it will. The fourth chapter 
proves the exiſtence of the evil by relating its ef- 
fects: effects ſo familiar to us, that more than 
three hundred thouſand brethren ſlaying one ano- 
ther, ſet the point beyond diſpute. The ſixth chap- 
ter deduces this concluſion from exiſting facts, viz. 
ce That every imagination of the thoughts of man's heart 
was only evil continually.” And all the reſidue of 
the Bible conceatres to eſtabliſh this doctrine, and 
ſhew the neceſſity of a better righteouſneſs than man 
can form, and point him to the woman's ſeed, or 
the great ſacrifice of atonement, The Lamb of Ged 
which taketh away the fins of the world. 

Mr. Paine has unhappily choſen one of thoſe 
anecdotal hiſtories which illuſtrates and eſtabliſhes 
the truth of that doctrine as much as any in all the 
chronological parts of the Bible, with a view to in- 
validate what the gates of hell ſhall never overthrow. 
But, poor man! in the uſe he makes of it he diſ- 
covers leſs wiſdom than a certain animal which has 
all the parts of a man but the underſtanding. If you 
give a nut to this creature he will not deſpiſe it be- 
cauſe of its hard ſhell, nor will he throw it away 
becauſe he cannot crack it. No: he will renew his 

efforty 
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efforts again and again, and if he cannot accompliſh 
it, he will apply to ſome who have more ſtrength, 
for he is perſuaded there 1s a kernel in it, and the 
harder the ſhell the greater is his defire to break it. 
But Paine, ſeeing nothing more in the hiſtory of 
Samſon than the external ſhell (the gate-poſts of 
Gaza, Delilah, and the foxes) throws the whole 
away as a thing too contemptible to come from 
God. Burt let us break the ſhell, and ſee what 
food and ſweetnefs comes out of that ſtrong man. 

Firft, let us view him in the act of God's making 
a covenant with him in his parents, ſee Judges xii. 
The condition on his part perfectly trifling and eaſy, 
c 70 razor ſhall come on his bead. On God's part a 
bleſſing, which at that time of the Iſraelices' bondage 
was perhaps the only thing deſired, He ſhall begin 
to deliver Ijrael out of the hand of the Philifines,” 
Then view him grown to maturity, and endued with 
ſuch ſupernatural ſtrength of body to defend his hair, 
which was as the ſeal or witneſs of the covenant, 
that if any ſhould attempt to hurt it they might look 
for no more mercy than the mouſe that would pull 
out the cat's whiſkers. Next ſee the promiſe God 
had made him beginning to be fulfilled, and the 
Philiſtines moſt aftoniſhingly delivered into his hand. 
Now let us fee how ſurpriſingly this anecdote eſta- 
bliſhes the doctrine of man's privation of inherent 
power to moral good. Here is a condition as eaſy 
as man could with it, here is ſtrength and power fully 
adequate to it, and the bleſſing covenanted perfectly 
ſure on God's part. What then could make it come 
ſhort of an everlaſting covenant ? (at leaſt for the 
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man's life). His want of will to keep it? No. In- 
difference about the bleſſing joined to it? No. 
Was it his want of ſtrength or power to keep it? 
No. What then? Why nothing could have defiled 
him if he had been free from chat inward pollution 
which he derived from Adam's tranſgreſſion, and 
proved in him, © That every imaginaticu of the 
thouzh's of the beart are only evil contizually.” Here 
then let every proud natural mind learn ro know 
his own weakneſs, and when he thinks thus fooliſhly 
within himſelf, If God would give me his heaven 
and ſalvation upon ſuch or ſuch conceived eaſy con- 
ditions, I think I could poſitively feal to them, and 
_ confeſs that if I failed on my part, my damnation 
would be juſt. Let ſuch aik themſelves, Im 7 
Aronger than Samſen ? and tremble, leſt their conceit 
of an inward power they never proved, ſhould fail 
them like the ſpider's web, when fleſh and heart fail 
before the king of terrors. If then the ſtrongeſt 
man cannot keep inviolate a ſmall external condi- 
tion, what conſummate arrogance muſt that man 
poſſeſs, who preſumes to face God as an obſerver of 
that holy law of his, which reaches to every thought, 
word, and act! If then no hope lies in our own 
arm, where ſhall we turn our eyes for expectation of 
life? „All my ſprings are in thee,” thou divine 
Immanuel, God with us. With thee the covenant 
is well ordered in all things, and ſure; neither the 
conditions nor its bleſſings are truſted to our profli- 
gate hands, but perfectly ſafe and ſecure with him 
who has received gifis for men, yea, even for the 
rebellious alſo, that the Lord God might dwell 
among 
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among us. This is but a taſte; the ſhells of chat 
hiſtory encloſe abundance of precious meat and ho- 
ney, if I had time to pick it out. 

To quote all Mr. Paine's objections to the Bible, 
or rather his evaſive ſlanders, would be to copy 
ſeveral pages of blaſphemy moſt ſhocking to the 
tecling of rational men, who know there is a God, 
that he ought to be worſhipped, and that the Scrip- 
- rures are the only declaration of his will, and rule 
by which man can worſhip him. 

' He thinks to avail himſelf much of the poetical 
ſtyle of ſome parts of the Bible, and would per- 
ſuade his readers that a prophet is nothing more than 
a poet or muſician. But notwithſtanding this illu- 
ſion, every one who reads for himſelf may ſee that 
it was their predictions which conſtituted them pro- 
phets, whether they were delivered in metre or 
in proſe: for which reaſon they were allo called 
Seers, There were allo ungodly prophets, even as 
there are ungodly miniſters now, who come to us in 
the Lord's name, when it is plain, to thoſe who can 
diſcern, that the Lord hath not {ent them. But the 
criterion whether they were the real meſſengers of 
God, was whether their predictions tended to exalt 
God, or the creature, ſee 1 Kings, chap. xii. Thus 
Balaam, though an enemy to Iſrael and Iſrael's God, 
and his heart as truly attached to the rewards offered 
him as any man's could be, yet he is forced to 
confeſs himſelf that he cannot go beyond the word 
of the Lord, 70 do eilber goed or bad of mine own 
mind. 

The Layman, when he tells us tit - the prophets 
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required no credence till they authenticated their 
miſſion by ſome miracle, or prediction fulfilled, ſeems 
not to have read the 13th chapter of Deuteronomy ; 
where it is evident that God ſuffered falſe prophets 
to ariſe, to work miracles, and to cauſe their ſigns 
or woaders to come to paſs, to prove his people 
whether they would walk after his commandments or 
not. Upon this principle we are taught in the ne 
teſtament, to reject even an angel from heaven if 
his meſſage does not accord with the word already 
given. 

How aftoniſhingly Joes Paine murder his under- 
ſtanding as a man, when he derides the common 
phraſe of the greater and the leſſer prophets? He 
ſays, they might as well tell us of the greater and 


« the leſſer God. What! has he not ſenſe to diſ-. 


cern that a ſovereign may ſend a hundred meſſages 
by one man, and but one by another? Muſt it of 


neceſſity follow that the former are the words of the 


king, and the latter not? But this is not merely the 
effect of his ignorance (I wiſh I could place it to fo 
favourable account), it flows viſibly from an innate 
malignity againſt the words of the prophets, which 
confound even the cunning of his maſter ſatan, who 
ſuggeſted this artful evaſion to him, viz. It is alto- 
* gether unneceſſary after this' (1. e. after ſaying the 
prophets were only poets) * to offer any obſervations 
upon what thoſe men, ſtiled prophets, have written. 
* The axe goes at once to the root, by ſhewing 
* that the original meaning of the word has been 
« miſtaken.” 
Alas, poor man! how does this ſubterfuge fail 
him? 
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him? Could he have proved that all the prophets 
were like Balaam, ungodly men, yet their prophecies 
were certainly to be regarded in proportion as God | 
| honoured them by the fulfilment of thoſe his works 
which they declared of him. For it is evident that 
even Balaam received his meſſage from God by the 
very prophecy itſelf, which was punctually fulfilled. 
Let atheiſts and deiſts tell us, who can ſay, Thus 
God will work, contrary to all human appearances, 
at any future period, without it is revealed to him 
by the Spirit of God ? 
To what is a man reduced who ſhuts his eyes againſt 
the ſun? To walk in total darkneſs, and fall into the 
pit himſelf has dug; and there, againft that Regſon 
be adores, blaſphemoulſly aver, The word of God 
© cannot exiſt in any written or human language.” 
He might with more propriety have ſaid, The fun 
18 daknek to my cloſed eyes. To aſſert that God, 
who made all ſpeech and ſound, gave man the 
power and wiſdom to expreſs, or articulate his ideas 
by words, cannot communicate his will to man by 
that his own peculiar work, is ſo great a ſtab to rea- 
on, that I am perſuaded no rational man will allow 
Mr. Paine to be ſound reaſon's advocate ever after. 
And it places all his conſequent inferences in ſo con- 
temptible a light, that to refute them would be a 
labour to communicate ideas to an animal that has 
not a capacity to receive them: therefore I muſt cut 
thort, and paſs over abundance of falſe aſſertions 
which exiſted no where but in his brain, to what 
amounts to a ſubſtantial internal evidence, that the 
Scriptures are a declaration of the Divine Will even 
| | | to 
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to Mr. Paine, by his own creed, provided he is ca- 
pable of giving reaſon its full ſcope. 

la page 5, he avers that © nothing there ſaid can 
apply, even with the moſt diſtant diireſpect, to the 
© real character of Jeſus Chriſt. He was a virtuous 
Land an amiable wan.” Virtue, the oppoſite of all 
vice, and eſpecially lying, muſt be univerſal, or it is 
only imaginary. 1 aſk where did Mr. Paine learn 
that Jeſus Chriſt was really a Tirtuous man? I think 
ic mult be anſwered from the evangeliſts, or at leaſt 
from ſome hiitory ; perhaps Joſephus. Then I muſt 
tell him that this virtuous man, who conld not he, 
appeals to taoſe very Scriptures he derides, for the 
teſtimony thac he was the true Meſſiah, and bade 
even his enemies © ſearch the Scriptures, for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they 
which teſtify of me.” Now the conclufion is, if he 
had not known them to be truth, he would not have 
commanded them to be ſearched. But he told 
them himſelf, that the prophets were all taught of 
God; and alſo when he rebuked the Phariſees for 
putting their traditions in the place of God's com- 
mands, he doubtleſs would have told them if any 
part of the Bible then currently received was not 
founded on the ſtricteſt verity : for the leaſt idea of 
diſſimulation deſtroys his virtue at once. Does 
Paine object, But that relation of his ſaying ſo is 
only hear ſay? It is at leaſt as authentic as that re- 
cord from which he ventures to aver, that he was a 
virtuous man; ſo that to maintain his hypotheſis 


he muſt relinquith all record, eſpecially that which 


gives him the audacity to ſay, * Chriſt could fpeak 
© but 
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* but one language, when it was certain he knew the 
moſt ſecret thoughts. And thus believing nothing 
but what himſelf does, he afpires to the papal i fal- 
libility, and, like the pope, would have all men be- 
| lieve him whatever falſchoods he advances, and re- 
ject as falſe whatever he diſapproves. O the height 
of man's pride! and the depth of his wickedneſs ! 
What a confirming evidence is Paine himfclf to the 
truth he wants to overthrow ! and how plainly he 
_ eſtabliſhes the words of Paul which declares that 
ſuch are without excuſe; © Becauſe thar when they 
knew God they glorified bim not as God, neither were 
thankful, but became vain in their imagina:ions, and 
their fooliſh heart was darkened. Profeſfing themſelves 
to be wiſe they became fools.” 

That and other like teſtimonies of Jeſus Chriſt I 
count the grand internal evidence of the ſcripture's 
divine authority, and ſuch as commands, at leaſt, 
the hearing and attention of all men who profeſs to 
hope, or even wiſh, for a future fate of happineſs. 
If they hear, they certainly will ſearch thoſe ſcrip- 
tures; and if they fearch honeſtly, and without 
guile, they will find a principal point taught there- 
in is, the impoſſibility of underſtancing the things of 
God without the Spirit of God; which is there 
copioully promiſed : If they hear this doctrine they 
will pray for the ovtpouring of that fpirit; if chey 
pray for it they certainly ſhall obtain it; in propor- 
tion as they obtain it they will believe; “ after that 
they believe they ſhall be ſcaled with that holy 
ſpirit of promiſe.” (Epheſians iſt chap.) When 
they are ſealed they ſhall bear the ſpirit's witneſs, 
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not only as a teſtimony with their own bein that 
they are the children of God, but even by their 
fruits, which men converſant with them ſhall ſee, 
they ſhall be known, and thereby ſet to their ſeal, 
both in words and deeds, that God in his word and 
works is true. And it is as impoſſible to delude 
fuch a one out of that evidence, as it is to makea 
man believe that wormwood is ſweet and ſugar Is | 
bitter after he has taſted them. 

One obſervation of Mr. Paine's I cannot paſs | 
over, becauſe it ſeems to me to be the great 
ſtumbling-block between him and chriſtianity. In 
page 19 he ſays (and with too glaring a truth I am 
_ obliged to confeſs) © The church * has ſet up a 
© ſyſtem of religion very contradictory to the 
character of the perſon whoſe name it bears. It 
has ſet up a religion of poinp and revenue in pre- 
© tended imitation of a perſon whoſe life was bumility 
© and poverty. This is a fact fo evident that I 
think not a man upon earth (no, not even Ro- 
maine) will dare to contradict it. Let then this 
pompous church hear what Chrift himſelf fays 
(Matt. xviii. 27): „It muſt needs be that offences 
come; but wo to that man by whom the offence 
cometh.” 

After labouring to make his readers think that 
man ſtands in the ſame relative condition with his 
Maker he ever did ſince he exiſted, he adds, 


* Here Mr. P. muſt be ſuppoſed only to look at political 
eſtabhſhments of Chriſtianity, and never to have ſeen the true 
church of — which really copies after its Givine Maſter. 
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© Let him believe this, and he will live more con- 
* /iſtently and morally than by any other ſyſtem.” 

Mr. P. himſelf is a goodly inſtance to authen- 
ticate this doctrine. He doubtleſs believes it, and 
as a proof of its benign moral influence he can 
curſe and ſwear, and blaſpheme the name of God 
and Chriſt, as familiarly as if they were ſtocks and 
ſtones. And it is a tenet with me, confirmed by 
obſervation, that they who ſwear can lie. What 
other moral irregularities he may have launched 
into ſince he laid the foundation of his deiſtical 
church, I muſt leave to God and his own conſcience; 
only I would remind him that that virtuous man 
he pretends to revere declares that every 1DLE 
woRD men ſhall ſpeak they ſhall give an account 
thereof at the day of judgment.” 


Page 23, he ſays, © In fine, do we want to 


© know what God is? Search not the book called 


« ſcripture, which any human hand might make, but 
© the ſcripture called creation.” If any man can 
produce ſuch a book I wonder that the great con- 
ceited Thomas Paine did not approach a little 
nearer the honeſty, dignity, and majeſty, which 
evidently runs through the whole of that book. 
But to prove his mighty wiſdom, I will ſelect one 
paſſage, from many thouſands, for his honeſt imita- 
tion, or let him if he can even adopt the words 
already indited, with truth of heart. See Habak- 
kuk iii. 17. © Although the fig-tree ſhall not 
bloſſom, nor fruit be in the vine, the labour of the 
olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, 
the flocks ſhall be cur off from the fold, and no 

herd 
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herd in the ſtall: Yet will J rejoice in the Lord, I 
will joy in the God of my Salvation.” Here 1s not 
only a living language, but a vital principle, which 
nothing but the Spirit of God can indite, or enable 
any man upon earth to appropriate to himſelf. 
Will his book of creation produce a joy and re- 
Joicing of heart when food is withheld from the 
mouth, and all proſpect of the ſupport of life fails? 
No; ſooner would he curſe his God and die, than 
rejoice under ſuch a diſpenſation. Then where is the 
ſtability of his fond ſyſtem, if it will not, like the 
true ſyſtem of chriſtianity, maintain in the mind a 
ſolid joy and peace in adverſity, and give the foul a holy 
triumph over death, hell, and the grave? Now let 
Atheiſts and Deiſts judge whoſe ſyſtem bears the 
ſtrongeſt internal evidence of its divine original ? 
theirs, or the humble chriſtian's ? who, having tried 
both, is capable of judging both; while they, having 
tried only their own, are perfectly inſufficient to form 
any juſt idea of ours. 
Another proof of his total ignorance of that 
ſyſtem he preſumes to condemn is demonſtrative in 
the following paragraph, page 26. ] recolle& 
© not a ſingle paſſage in all the writings aſcribed to 
the men, called apoſtles, that convey any idea of 
© what God is.” I he very act of attempting to 
prove a book, that has been univerſally received fo 
many ages for a declaration of the divine will, to be 
an impoſition and a fraud, without having it before 
bim to ſpeak for itſelf, is a piece of ignorance and 
imperiouſneſs, that can hardly be exceeded by all the 
9 of human nature, And I think it would 
have 
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have made any man, but Tom Paine, bluſh to own 
it. But let him ſee what that man, called the 
Apoſtle John, writes of God in chap. iv. 24. God 
is @ ſpirit, and they that worſhip him muſt _— 
him in ſpirit and in truth.” 

Not all the viſible heavens, earth, nor hell, can 
give us ſuch a plain and pointed declaration of 
what God is, and the manner in which we muſt ap- 
proach him. Shall any man then, who has known 
this God in ſpirit and in truth, forſake that fountain 
of light and life, the Bible, which reveals him, and 
bow to the baſe ſhrine of that bold blaſphemer 
Thomas Paine? No; never ſhall he convert any 
man, who makes a rational uſe of his reaſon, to em- 
brace his horrid ſyſtem. Thoſe apoſtates who are 
ſhut up in dark deſpair may follow his train to 
ſtifle the painful rebukes of conſcience ; but even 
theſe, if they would liſten to one who has been 
bound for a ſeaſon with. that ſame infernal chain, 
may find there yet is hope that they may eſcape 
that dreadful ſnare, wherein none but thoſe abhorred 
of God can reſt. 
At a certain period of my life, after many years 
reading of the Bible, by a ſimilar train of thinking 
with Paine, I utterly loft all idea of the ſcripture 
being any thing more than a cunning deviſed fable, 
and found it impoſſible to receive any teſtimony, or 
evidence, from it of its own divine authority. The 
next ſtep which the ſpirit of Satan urged me to, was 
to deny the exiſtence of any God at all. But here 
all nature ſeemed ſhocked at the thought, and 
every thing I looked at appeared clamorous with 
3 3 Inquiries 
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inquiries d made ne? Forced into a convic- 
tion that there muſt be a firſt cawie of all things, a 
ſelf-cxitting principle, which Patton calis Parent of 
Cocd, ani} is familiar to our idea by the word Gop, 
1 feir mylelc as wholly accountable to him, and my 
life every mo:near dependant on his will, With 
this conviction, viewing him as a father, reaſon 
ſuggeſted that which 1 have fince found in the 
Bible, « It I be a father, where is my honour ?” 
This thouglit proluced a concluſion that the in- 
tellectual powers of man laid him under a poſitive 
obligation to honour him above all the other works 
of * hands, which he had not thus endowed. 
Then the inquiry commenced, How is this ſupreme 
being to be honoured or worſhipped ? Reafon ſug- 
geſted, that as he was the giver of all good, doubt- 
leis he muſt be entitled to all thanks, love, and 
confilence. But, alas! when I ſearched into my 
heart {or theſe ſprings of worſhip I could not find 
one of them. If man did me any ſingular favour 1 
could catiiy feel my heart going out in love to him: 
but to that God from whom I received my lite, 
my breath, and ail chings, I could not feel one ſpark 
of love to more. And without love I felt I could 
not thank him; and when with my lips I did, it 
only ſeemed to add the horrid guilt of mockery to 
all my other crimes: and as for confidence or re- 
| Hance: on him, I trembled at the thought. Hig 
name, his power, his goodneſs, and truth, which now 
never fail to warm my heart, then filled my ſoul with 
inconceivable dread. Thus finding thoſe intellects 
he had given. me inſuflicient to worſhip him with, 
3 . I reflected 
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I reflected again, that if as a father he expected 
worſhip from man, he muſt have communicated 
ſome revelation of his will how he was to be 
worſhipped, Here my neglected Bible ruſhed im- 
portunately into my mind, and by mental ſperch 
loudly cried, I am it, I am it. I bid it ſtand aſide, 
till J examined other claimants, The Koran was 
the next ſolicitor. And though 1 had not the bank 
before me, its ſubſtance, which I had read when in 
Afia, and eſtecmed as good morality, preſſed on my 
mind; to which I remember answering thus: You 
have no heaven, no future ſlate of happineſs to 
preſent me with but carnal delights ; and I feel that 
lomething in me, which I call my Hul, cannot feed 
upon them: therefore you cannot come from God. 
The Jews ſtood next, then the Papiits, and ali the 
various denominations of chriftians, Here I was 
involved in ſuch a 1: byrint. 2 that I could not get 
out, and was driven in extremity to this one re- 
ſolve, viz. to caſt myſclf for guidance wholly into the 
hands of that Almighty Being, who I conceived 
to be then preſent with me, obicerving all my 
thoughts and counter thous ts, and who, it he 
would, could in forme way peculiar to himſelf make 
known his will concerning this thing. And I then 
addreſſed him to this effect: O then wie madell 
the heavens and the carch and man upon it, make 
known unto thy ſervant why Will. Thou feeft 1 
would worſhip thee if I could, but | know not 
how. Whether this text, ſearch the tcriptures,” 
was given me inſtantly in reply, or ſoon aſter, I 
cannot be certain, but it induced me again to cad 
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the Bible, and, if poſſible, with more attention than 
T had ever done. From this tune I made it a 
daily taſk to read a certain portion, not with a firm 


delief that it was the word of God, but with the 


ſuppoſition that it might be; and I could not with 
any ſhadow of truth fay it was not. After ſome 
time performing my taſk (and truly it was a taſk 
to my perverſe nature as weariſome as ever was 
MF ſchoolboy's leſſen), I found there was a certain 
meaning in the words which I could no ways come 
at: the literal ſenſe being infinitely ſhort of the 
ſpirit that viſibly was in ir. When I read fuch 
paſſages as theſe; I am the good ſhepherd—the 
good ſhepherd giveth his life for the ſheep—I am 
the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me — Te muſt be born 
again; and a thouſand others of equal myſtery, 
they appeared in their literal ſenſe as trifling as 
the ſtory of Tom Thumb and Jack the Giant 
Killer; but ſtill the dignity and majeſty which I 
found through the whole, and the demonſtrative 
proof that there was really an exiſting power in its 
doctrines, moſt viſible in the ſufferings * thoſe who 
received them, induced me to e the fault 
was not in the hook, but in my want of underſtanding 
to comprehend | it. This concluſion, backed with 
ſeveral intimations, and ſome poſitive declarations, 
that we could not diſcern ſpiritual things without 
having ſome portion of the ſame Spirit which wrote 
tkem, and eſpecially reading that text in James, 
« If any man lack wiſdom, let him aſk of God 
who giveth _— to all men and vpbraiderh 


not, 
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nat,” brought me to lie at this one point with 
God, viz. That as this book which bore his 
name taught me that I could not know him with- 
out the light of his Spirit, and that he would give 
his Spirit to them that aſk him, and wiſdom to 
them that wanted it, I intreated him to grant me 
theſe precious gifts, if that was his word indeed; 
for he ſaw that I wanted wiſdom; and I was afraid 
to go to man, becauſe I viewed them as all in confu- 
ſon, one crying here! another tere] that though it 
_ were poſſible they might tell me the truth, I could 
not reſt my ſoul upon ſuch uncertainty as any man's 
word. At this point I lay for ſome time, daily 
praying that God would open my underſtanding to 
know his will, and often complaining what a 
weariſomeneſs it was to me to read a ſcaled book, 
| which I could no ways delight in, becauſe I could 
not underſtand it. And the only principle which 
ſeemed to hold me ſtill to ſearch, and till to wiſh 
and pray, was, the peradventure that if I gave it 
up I ſhould in the end be found to reject and throw 
away that ineſtimable treaſure which ſome declared 
was in it, and which 1 faintly conceived I ſaw, 
though I could not get at it. At length my hope 
was ſo long deferred that my heart grew fick and 
fainted ; and I concluded it was in vain to call on 
God any more; for though I really was perſuaded 
there was a bleſſing in it, yet this concluſion took 
place, it is not for you. And to confirm it there 
ſtood up againſt me all my eaily impiety and 
blaſphemy, wherein I think I exceeded all men: for, 
* moſt ſhocking 0 relate, and extremely 
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mortifymig and degrading to human pride to own, 
this worm of carth, who now,nou[trainedby love, ſtands 
the bold champion of his Go 2oainft infidels, im- 
ploully uttered, while ntoxicated with liquor, to 
wretcnes like himſclt, © Whois God? I am greater 
C than he.“ Theſc witneſſes againſt me, with the 
evidence of praying fo long in vain, as I thought, 
ſcemed as bars to my reac? that never could be 
broken. Juſt at this interim a thought ſuggeſted, 
that as there was no hope for me, nd I might not 
Probabiy have many years” reſpite, it were good to 
uſe all poſſible means to divert the melancholy of my 
mind, and end my little portion of time as cheerfully 
as I could, W g to the play to-night. As I 
had in my youth been much faſcinated with that 
kind of amuſement, I inftantly formed an idea of all 
it could afford me; and verbally anſwered the pro- 
poſal (for I was then alone in the fields), I would 
go with all my heart, but I have now no reliſn 
tor it; I feel no delight in thoje things. 

When I had walked about a hundred yards fur- 
ther, the following queſtion fell upon my mind with 
ED much 8 as ; if it had been really articulated by 
thunder. What would you do if you ſhould die 
© this moment? I think my readers will give me 

redit, if they compare it with my then {tate of 
mind, when I affare them t made my hair ſand up, 
my body tremble, and my ſoul moſt horribiy afraid. 
I looked around to fee it any body was near me, 
and felt as if I would have bcen glad to find it had 
proceeded from ſome human voice. But no human 
_ creature was within my ken. The queſtion reſted 
upon 
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upon me with 1 power that convinced me it really 
was the voice of God uon my confcicace, wich de— 
manded a ſerious enMideration, and an iat .ntaneous 
reply; and tray 1 looked for the King of errors that 
inſtant. My moment of pan. tor Confideration was 
ſhort; I then loudly, and wich an ene. gy of ſoul that 
no heart can Conceive who Was never at it nie 1a point, 
replied, © Chriſt died for ſinneis, a as a foger I 
fall into his hands.” The enemy ſu ggotted i. nme 
diately, © There is no ſuch words 11 Scrip tur.“ J 
relied, Satan, I am 1 there is, or wards: to chat 
effect; and, though I cannot tell you chapter anc 
verſe, I wil reſt my hon upon it, come wit will. 
Inſtantly peace and joy flowed into my foul, that 
cannot be exprefied, and made = eyes gh out 
with tears of gladneſo that was t99 great to Vent it- 
{cli in ns But here I am taking an unkeown 
tongue to te wha kave neither titel his love nar 
felt his wrath. Perhaps tome poor cri ninal whole 
pardon reached hin at the indant ing rope was fxcd, 
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the word ſealing its divine authority on my heart, 
and bearing witneſs in my conſcience, that of a truth, 
This is the word of God. Now I was like the Sama- 
ritans who believed, not becauſe the woman told 
them fuch things, © but becauſe we have heard him 
ourſelves,” faid they. 

I am aware that Atheiſts, Deiſts, Arians, and 
Socinians, &c. will ſay, Here is a fine flight of ima- 
gination ! But let them firſt prove that there is no 
real ſweetneſs in the tafte of honey, no nutriment in 
our daily food, no warmth in the ſun, and no water 
in the ſea, before they ever can take the evidence of 
theſe things from me. I aſk them not to believe 
| becauſe I aver it; let them only take it upon ſuppo- 
ſition, as I did, and ſeek after it as a good that poſ- 
ſibly may exiſt, and my ſoul for theirs if they ſeek it 
earneſtly, with ſimplicity, under a feeling ſenſe of 
the inſufficiency of human wiſdom to attain, they 
ſhall inherit the bleſſings promiſed in the ſacred 
Scriptures. 

Loet them make a little uſe of their at thus: 1 
am a man endued with underſtanding, in the uſe 
whereof I caſt good wheat into the ground, and bury 
it. A ſwine or a horſe who ſees me, perhaps, may 
think I act more irrational than they would do; but 
if I could give them my underſtanding, that which 
now appears to them folly and ignorance, would be 
conſummate wiſdom. Now let every one who reads 
apply it thus: I am not ſo ſuperior to the brute as 
God is infinitely above me: if he would give me 
his ſpirit of wiſdom whereby he cauſed thoſe words 
to be wrote, or fuch works to be done, I muſt of 
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neceſſity ſee a wiſdom and a beauty which I cannot 
now comprehend. This rational concluſion (where 
God makes it effectual) brings the mind and foul to 
God as an empty veſſel, anxious to be filled with 
himſelf, the only ſupreme good. 

Such as will not make this uſe of their reaſon, 
but murder it by an antipathy to every thing oppo- 
ſite to their preſent ideas (to which they are inſeparably 
wedded), would do well to remember the condem- 
nation of the unfaithful ſervant, who, becauſe he had 
but one talent (natural reaſon), hid it in a napkin. 

There is one paſſage of Mr. Paine's (page 27) 
ſo full of found wiſdom founded upon fact, that I 
cannot forbear tranicribing it with only this ex- 
ception, that among human opinions and fancies he 
includes the Scriptures, I do not. 

As to the theology that is now ſtudied, it is the 
; ſcudy of human opinions and human fancies con- 
* cerning God. It is not the ſtudy of God himſelf, 
© in the works he has made (and I will beg leave to 
© add, in the word he has written), but in the words 
© and writings that man has made; and it 1s not 
among the leaſt of the miſchiefs that the (falſe) 
* Chriſtian ſyſtem has done to the world, that it has 
© abandoned the original and beautiful ſyſtem of 
* theology (walking with God in filial dependance), 
© like a beautiful innocent, to diſtreſs and reproach, 
* to make room for the hag of ſuperſtition.” 24 

Who, that is in the habit of taking a right view 
of things, will not accede to the truth of this obſer- 

vation? Look only at thoſe who for diſtinction are 
called evangelical men, and you will find it almoſt 
I a univerſal 


E 

a uni verſial maxim among them, that when by pro- 

vidence they are called to ſpeak of the thing of God 
to any people (eſpecially if it is a polite auditory), 
they ppear viſibly to rely on their natural or ac- 
quired wiidom, or on the writings of other men, 
and moſtiy on both. They ſcem not even to make 
uſe of a proper rational deduction, viz. © If I am ſent 
© of God to ſpcal unto thiy people, all my matter, 
© method, and ſubſtance, m uſt come immediately 
from him; therefore with him only will I have to 
© do. It wire better for me to appear like a dunce 
or a fool beſore all the congreg tion, than to go and 
ſay, T-:5 fer, b t Lird, «ile | am quite at an un- 
certainty wirther he ſent me or not. And if any 
one, either preacher or hearer, is in doubt about 
any certain point of doctrine, what a running to and 
fro there is to men and books, as if God had 
utterly forbid them to aſk him, or was unable to 
eſtabliſh them in the real truth. Some perhaps will 
be ready to tell me, the diſeaſe is eater ſcen than 
cured. I grant it; yet let me aſk them, Is there 
not a God in Iſrael who can heal?” Then go di- 
rectly to him, nor ceaſe your importunity till, like 
the widow with the unjuſt Judge you weary him 
into a compliance to ſend y:z thar health and cure 
which he has promited in 1 chap. XXX, and 
many other Places. 

The remaining pages of the Age of Reaſon are 
too pue ile to claim any further refutation; for its 
autor having never experienced, nor even candidly in- 
veſtigated true Chriſtianity, is as n to judge 
of its real principles and duties, as of a language 
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he never heard. I ſhall therefore turn again to re- 
ply to a few words of Mr, WakeftelW's, and then ſhew 
Mr. Paine Werner he is not only an infidel to Chriſ- 
tianity, but an unbelleber in his own creed; yea, even 
in his favourite en the equality of man. 

In page 48, our examiner of the Age of Reaſon 
tells Mr. Paine, that his notion of n is not 
the notion of the Scriptures. Mr. Paine's idea of 
redemption (which indeed he derides) 13 perfectly 
clear; except that he leaves out the agency of the 
Spirit to reveal and apply that meritorious work of 
Chriſt to the heart. Bur as Mr. Wakefield is an 
avowed enemy to the doctrine of redemption, which 
in Paine's words is thus expreſſed: The act of 
© one perſon in the room of another: he ſhould 
have produced fome ſolid ſcripture evidence to 
ground his aſſertion on, before he ventured to atirm, 
© It is not the notion of ſcripture.“ Without this he 
obliges me to correct him with his own words to 
Paine on another occaſion, page 29, Lise bars 

© efferticn of one who muſs be deemed is bete nctbi. '7 
ö better then hardy ASSERTION 10 fer.” 

He then proceeds to give us his creed, or ratligr, 
I may fav, his opinion; wherein after ſpeaking lome- 
what pertinently of the firſt covenant with dam, 
his breach thereof, and renewal of the covenant, 
(by which I ſuppoſe he means the new coveriant 
God made wich him in the <womor's e, he con- 

tinues thus: Accordingly in the tuinels of time, 
c after a preparatory ſyſtem, whole chick object was 
* the eſtabliſhment of a belief in one G d, in oppo- 
f ſition to the corruptions of idol worch ip, Jes of 
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© Nazareth was commiſſioned to preach in Fudea 
© the terms of acceptance with the Almighty.” 

I muſt here juſt remark, that the chief object of 
the Jewiſh diſpenſation was not merely a belief in 
one God, but a firm reliance on God through that 
promiſe which he had made to their forefathers. For 
all the inſtitutions, both of the moral and ceremonial 
law, tended to point out the impoſſibility of man 
evermore, after Adam's fin, ſtanding juſtified before 
God in his own righteouſneſs; therefore in all its 
ſacrifices it directed the eye of faith to ſome inno- 
cent one, named the ſeed of the woman, to make 
its ſatisfaction to God by atonement. Now let us 
hear what his terms of acceptance are. Theſe 
© were (faid he) a belief and practice of the doc- 
© trines which this apoſtle preached and confirmed 
© by miracles: the doctrines of unbounded mercy on 

a "= part of God, upon repentance and reformation, 
and of univerfal undiſtinguiſhing benevolence on 
:.4 * pet of man to all his brethren of the human 
© race.” 

It is a pity that on ſuch important points which, 
he ſays, are required as the conditions of divine 
_ © favour by this ſyſtem of revelation,” he did not 
give us the texts of confirmation: for I remember 
my Divine Redeemer ſaid, Take heed that no man 
deceive you. Hence we are under the neceſſity of 
ſearching his word for the truth, and imploring the 
aid of that Holy Spirit, the comforter, which he pro- 
miles ſhould guide us into all truth, to bring his words 
to our remembrance, open them to our underſtand- 
inge, and ſeal the evidence of them upon our hearts. 
Is 
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In John iii. ver. 3, I find an incontrovertible point 
fixed; Except a man be born again he cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God:” and in ver. 6, he explains 
the two do thus; That which is born of the 
fleſh is fleſh; (this is the firſt) and that which is 
born of the ſpirit is ſpirit; this is the ſecond birth. 
And that we may not be lefr at uncertainty in fo 
weighty a matter, he declares in ver. 8, that the evi- 
dence of that new girth is as ſenſibly felt and known, 
as the wind when it bloweth is felt though not ſeen. 
And the real unequivocal truth of this every child of 
God that has been born of the Spirit, has ſet to 
their ſeal that it is even fo: to which alſo I add my 
experimental atteſtation. But Arians and Deiſts ſay, 
© We will not believe it.” Shall I tell them, they never 
felt the wind, or an electrical ſhock ? If I do they 
will only laugh at my incredulity. Juft fo much reaſon 
have we, who are really born of God, to contemn 
theirs. Do they think that men of real veracity, 

no ways addicted to violate truth, would venture to 
appeal to God the ſearcher of hearts, for the reality 
of what they have experienced, if they were in any 
doubt about it? No; ſay they, We do not doubt 
but that you ſincerely fancy you feel ſuch an 


effect; yet we conceive it to be merely the force 


© of imagination, and therefore we call you fanatics.” 
It is the Chriſtian's conſolation that all the unbe- 
lief of infidels cannot make the leaſt word of Go4 
of none effect. And I muſt aver from real expe- 
rience, that the effects of wind and the electrical 
ſtroke are not more ſenſibly felt by the body, than 
the 1 and } yy. 1 the new ſpiritual birth are 
felt 
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felt by the ſoul. It is alſo demonſtrable by its effects. 
For the Foul, antecedent to that wonderful change, 
however it may be inſtructed in the things of God, 
cannot ſuffer any very great affhiction for the truth ; 
but aſter that new birth, loge grows ſo mightily, 
that it can go through fire or through water to God, 
its original. There are other demonſtrable evi- 
dences, but not fo externaliy viſible. Yer I ſhould 
think the word of Chriſt that it is fo, was ſufficient 
for every man's aſſent who calls himſelf a Chriſtian. 

This point. of the new birth ſettled, when we 
read ſuch 1 es as this, © Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the fins of the world,” 
muſt be limited to the world, or numbers of thoſe 
who are born after the Spirit“. Without ſuch a 
diſcrimination the whole chain of fcripture is broke, 
and is found perpetually concradifiing elf ; but 
with it the whole is perſpicuous, harmonious, and 
clear, as two d.itinft circles: one containing the 
world natural, the other the world ſpiritual, Upon 
this principic I eius ſays to his diſciples, © My ſheep 
know my voice, and they follow me.” To others 
he ſays, © Ye are not of my ſheep, therefore ye can- 
xct hear my veice.” Again he fays, © I am the 
good ſhepherd, I hay down my life for the ſheep.” — 
A am the bread ot life: the bread that I will give 
is ny fleſh, which I will give for the lite of the world.” 
Theſe texts, ald many more among the epiſtles, ſub- 
ſtantiate Paine's idea of one perion ſtanding in the 
place of another; and it is caſier for W akefield to 
 afſert, © Ir is not the notion of Scripture, than to 


Read the 17th Chapter of John, 
7 prove 
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prove it ſo; though for want of ſpiritual gaht he 
cannot ſce it. Neither can he ſce that the condition 
ot the new covenant is faith in a new ſacrifice of 
atonement, which the old ſacrifices only typified, 
though fo plainly manifeſt; and not thote moral acts 
which he means by the word reformation. 

Paſſing over the prophets and Levitical diſpenſation, 
which point out the ſyſtem of redemption by atonement 
as plain as words can almoſt exprels it, how is it poſ- 
_ fible to explain Chriſt's own words, my lite for the 
ſheep—my fleſh fer the life of the world, &c. upon any 
other ground? ? To ſay he died only to ſet them an 
example is ridiculous, when he tells them in plain 
words, that unleis he goes away the comforter can- 
not come to them, therefore it is beyond controverſy 
that his death was the purchaſe of that Holy Spirit 
which is eſſential to bear a true teſtimony of him 
upon the ſoul before we can believe, and as he 
ſays, to take of the things of mine and ſhew 
them unto you. What was the teſtimony which 
this Holy Spirit the comforter did witaeis of Jeſus 
by his apoltles? fee Acts ii ver. 36, © Let all the 
houſe of Iſrael know affuredly, tliat God hath made 
that ſame Jeſus whom ye have cr ucified, both Loxp 
and Carsr.” By the word Chriſt it is evident, 
from the woman of Samaria's ſpecch, that the Jews 
always underſtood the Meſſiah who was to be (as 
Daniel fays) “ cut off, but not for himle!f;” and as 
the high prieſt then being . prophcſie!, that he 
| ſhould die for the people. This Paul allo by the 
ſame holy inſpiration confirms in 1 Cor. xv. ver. 3, 
1 Chriſt died for our ſins according to che Scrip- 

tures.“ 
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tures.” But where men will put out their eyes it | 


is impoſſible to give them light. Let them fay I 
cannot ſee, and they ſpeak the truth; but to ſay I is 
not fo becauſe J cannot fee it, is like a blind man's 


avering, There is no light. If therefore Mr. Wake- 
field ſhould think proper to anſwer this, let me in- 
treat him not to ſet pen to paper before he is un- 


cgquivocally aſſured that he has got the Spirit of 
So, really teaching him the things of God. With- 


out this I am certain he will run into the fame 
errors he charges Mr. Paine with in theſe words, 
page 40. 7. is not only the ęſſence, but the 
© quinteſſence of all weakneſs and abſurdity ; and af- 
© fords a melancholy inſtance, how men of real ge- 
© nius and abilities muſt expuſe themſelves when they 


venture to diſcuſs ſubjects of the higheſt moment 
for which they are (I may ſay cannot be) qualified 
© neither by reading nor reflection. Such preſump- 


© tion 15 no other than the caſe ſimply, but point- 
© edly deſcribed by the apoſtle, © profeſſing them- 


ſelves to be wiſe they became fools.” And not- 


withſtanding Mr. Wakefield conceives he has given 
Paine a ſatisfactory anſwer, I am conſtrained, under 
conviction of its puerility, again to adopt his own 


words in page 53. In all that has been ſaid on 


this ſubje&, I can diſcern little more than a col- 
© leftion of ignorance, miſconception, effrontery, and 


© infipidity.” 


1 now come to ſhew wherein Mr. Paine is an an- 
believer in every article of his own creed. 
Firſt, © I believe in one God and no more.“ Faith, 


be it natural or ſpiritual, is univerſally an active prin- 


ciple j 


* 
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ciple; ſo that when any man profeſſes to believe in 
any deſired good that has no anſwerable influence 
on his mind, he deceives himſelf, belles his c n- 
ſcience, and ſays to every one I am a fol In 


whatever a man truſts he has confidence; con i- 


dence is inſeparable from love, and love cannot exiſt 
without eſteem. Now then I aſk Mr. Paine wat 
eſteem, love, or confidence, he can poſſ.bly have for 
that God who in his common dijccurſe be treats 
with all irreverent indignity and contumclious fami- 
larity; ſuch as himſelf would not ſuffer his o. 
name to be treated wich where he could reſent the 
affront. Let him, or any one in the habit of ſwear- 
ing, ſupply the words God, Jeſus, Faith, Chriſt, &c. 
with the names of their deareſt friends, and they will 
ſoop ſee and feel the abſurdity and impiety. Hence 
it is obvious that he believes in God no more than 
I believe in the pope, whoſe exiſter ce I doubt not, 
but regard him not ſo much as an old woman. 
Second Article, © I hope for heppinck beyond 
this hfe.” 
Is a future ſtate of h 


happineſs really Mr. Paine's 

ſupreme deſire? Then certainly it will occupy his 
ſupreme thoughts ; for where the treaſure is the heart 
will be; nor can you ſeparate them without parting 
body and foul. And if his mind is thus ſet upon 


| eternal things, I am certain this preſent life, with all 
its glory, beauty, and comfort, will dwindle into a 


mere ſhadow of the ſubſtance of that glory which 
remains to be revealed in eternity. 


Third Article, ] believe in the equality of man. 
Thas 2 3 it will be 
difficult 
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dificwt to convict him of unbelief here: but if he 
will be ingenubus, I think it not impoſſible. Let 
bim h-nefily avow then if, when he ſpeaks of equa- 
lity, he does not ſimply mean that all ranks of men 
who are deemed above him are no better than him- 
ſelf? but does he thereby mean to be underſtood 
that the meaneſt, and moſt contemptible of the hu- 
man race are perfectly his equals? I think if he 
ſpeaks honeſtly he muſt ſay no. For it is impoſſi- 


dle to have that doctrine eſtabliſhed as an article of 


faith in full latitude, before we learn that principle 
of equality which Chriſt preached, and his apoſtles 
taught in theſe words, Let each eſteem other bet- 
ter than themſelves.” 

The next three ankles, © Doing juſtice, loving 
mercy, and endeavouring to make our fellow crea- 
tures happy,” as they bear ſome affinity, for brevity 
fake, I ſhall unite in one. And I mult aſk him 
what juſtice, mercy, or philanthropy, can poſſibly 
exiſt in ſuch an attempt as he has made by his Age 
of Reaſon, to make thouſands of happy and bleſſed 


creatures miſerable? If the foundations be de- 


ſtroyed, what can the righteous do? As Paul in 
the name of all Chriſtians ſays, If in this life 
only we have hope we are of all men the moſt 
_ miſerable.” Take away the Bible from the Believer 
(or make him think it an amphibious fraud, which 
is all one), and you rob him of more than all that 

earth can give. And thus languiſhingly he pines. 
What! fays the true Chriſtian, have I forſaken all 
the delights of life, its riches, honours, pleaſures, and 
every thing the fleſh holds dear, in purſuit and ex- 


3 | pectation 
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pectation of that eternal ſtate of feſicity which the 
Bible unfolds, and that book a fable after all? Where 
is the juſtice of my God if this be ſo! Have not 
I committed myſelf to him for years after years 
in humble prayer, and filial dependance, to guide 
me by his Spirit into all truth, and has he ſuffered 
me thus to be deceived all this years? No: that 


is far from my gracious God, who made heaven and 


earth, upholdeth all things by his word and power, 
and abundantly ſupplieth every living thing with 
Avaunt, Satan! let my God be true, who 
is truth itſelf! Tom Paine, and every man that 
contradicts his word are liars. And thus with all 
their pretenſion to make their fellow- creatures 
happy, they imitate thoſe they deplore, and like 
the Scribes and Phariſees of old, try to ſnut up the 
kingdom of heaven againſt men; neither going in 
themſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe who are going in to 
enter, if they can help it: and like them alſo they 
make their proſelytes ſeven fold more the children 
of hell than they were before. 


THE END. 


_— 


ERRATA. 
Page 3, line 14, for ſpraved ved beau: cd 


38 — 15, for ſupport read ſuppoſe 
47 — 4 for de; ends read 4 prnd 
61 — 10, for which read tobe. 


(40 
POSTSCRIPT. 


' T x vow not whether chis Pamphlet will | prctve 
me the ſame honourable badge of perfecution which 
Gideen's Cake did ; but though I have not omitted 
any thing merely to avoid it, nor advanced any thing 

to ſtimulate it, I do not feel ſuch a foreboding of it 
- T did in writing that pamphlet “. 

In the early ages of the church, I find that Arians 

perſccuted the orthodox, as a retaliation of their con- 
duft to the Donatiſts: but from that time all che 
paſſtve heretics ſeem to have reſigned tnis foot's laff 

defence (perſecution) to the pulitical eftablijhments of 
Chriſtianity, which cannot maintain their bigorry | 
and ſuperſtition without it. Hence Romaine, un- 
_ willing to own himſelf wrong in what he could not juſ- 
rify, yet athamed to appear openly an active perſe- 
cutor, ſilently ſuffered David Parker, and the reſt of 
his jackal!s, to ſtretch the utmoſt of their executive 
power tu cruih the man who had dared honeſtly to tell 
them the truth. See the account ar large in the h 
mill overturned. Sold at Jordan's, Price One 
How will he anſwer to God for that horrible 
evil of eſpouſing thoſe curſed limbs of the man of 
fin, who now make their public boaſt that they 
have already converted 54, ooo Engliſh Proteftants 
to rec ve the Pope's mark of the beaſt? Will 
not many in that awful number ſay, at the laſt day, 
e thought them riglit becauſe Romaing preached 


for them ?”: — Wo be to 5 man t e the 
offence cometh. My 


. See page 3G of Cie Cake of Paley Meal. 


H45S 


— _— 


ang 


